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Tainry-PouRTH Coneress, Ist Session. 


cUSTOM-HOUSE AT PLYMOUTH, MASS. 

Mr. HALL, of Massachusetts, by unanimous 
consent, and in pursuance of previous notice, In- 
troduced a bill authorizing the construction of a 
ilding at Plymouth, Massachusetts, fora cus- 
tom-house and post office; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 
RESOLUTIONS OF CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE. 

\ir. HERBERT presented the following reso- 
tarions of the Legislature of Calfornia; which 
seni severally ordered to be printed and referred 
indicated below: 
A resolution disapproving of the action of the 
late naval board, as unjust and injurious to the 


pu 


V 


a5 


servyiee. 


Affairs. 


ai 


eeaentatives in Congress to take all measures 


which may be necessary at Washington to obtain 


Referred to the Committee on Naval 


4 resolution requesting their Senators and Rep- 


a complete and thorough exploration of the river | 


Colorado from Fort Yuma to its source. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

A resolution requesting their Senators and 
Representatives in Congress to take such steps 
a n dis 
trict in the northern portion of the State of Cali- 
fornia, and to establish a port of entry at Bucks- 
port, Humboldt bay. Referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

A resolution requesting her Senators and Repre- 
sentatives to urge upon Congress the immediate 
passage of a law appropriating fifty thousand 


; may be necessary to procure a collection dis- || 


stand of arms to the use of the State of California. | 


Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
IMPROVEMENT OF TAUNTON RIVER. 
Mr. BUFFINTON, by unanimous consent, 
and in pursuance of previous notice, introduced 
a bill for the improvement of the Taunton river, 
in the State of Massachusetts; which was read a 


first and second time, and referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Commerce. 
CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Mr. MORGAN, from, and in behalf of the 
Committee on Patents, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial 
of John A. and Hiram A. Petts, and that the 
same be laid on the table. 

It was so ordered. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, asked 
that they may be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the memorial of Cyrus Buckland, 
and that the same be referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

It was so ordered. 

LIEUTENANT MAURY. 

Mr. WINSLOW, b 
troduced a joint resolution giving the consent of 
Congress to the acceptance by Lieutenant Maury 
of certain medals presented by the King of the 
Netherlands and others; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE AND POST OFFICE AT PERTH 
AMBOY. 

Mr. BISHOP, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following resoluuion; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Cominittee on Commerce be instructed 
to lnquire into the expedicney of providing for the erection 


0! a suitable building for’a custom-house and post office in 
the city of Perth Amboy, New Jerscy. 


TRIAL BY JURY AND APPEAL IN CONTEMPT 
CASES. 


unanimous consent, in- | 
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lature of Kentucky; which were disposed of as 
indicated below: 

Resolutions in relation to the removal of ob- 
structions in the Cumberland river, in Pulaski 
county. Referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

A resolution in relation to the Missouri com- 
promise and Kansas-Nebraska act. Laid upon 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

A resolution in relation to the purchase of the 
Hermitage. Laid upon the table, and ordered to 
| be printed. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. PELTON, from the Committee on Com- 
| merce, reported a bill to authorize the President 
of the United States to procure, by purchase or 
otherwise, a suitable steamer, to be stationed at 
the port of New York as a revenue cutter, and 
| for the purpose of affording relief to distressed 
vessels, their passengers and crews; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
| and ordered to be printed. 


Committee on Military Affairs, reported a bill to 
authorize the sale of section eighteen, township 
seven, range four west, in the Mineral Point 
land district, in the State of Illinois, and to grant 
| Beingiiee rights; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 
Mr. W., from the same committee, reported a 
bill to continue the pension of Nancy Weather- 


ford; which was read a first and second time, | 


| referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, and, 
with the report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SNEED, from the Committee on Mileage, 
| reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of the 
late Samuel R. Thurston, Delegate from Oregon; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
| the report, ordered to be printed. 


WOLF ISLAND, IN THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. BURNETT, by unanimous consent, pre- 

| sented resolutions of the State Legislature of Ken- 
tucky, in reference to Wolf Island; which were 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. He 

| also offered the following resolution; which was 

| read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 


structed to inquire into the propriety of surrendering to the 
| State of Kentucky Wolf Island, in the Mississippi river. 


CUSTOM-HOUSE, ETC., AT TOLEDO, OHIO. 


Mr. MOTT, by unanimous consent, and in 
pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill 
making an additional appropriation for the en- 
largement of the custom-house and post office 
building at Toledo, Ohio; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 


|, on Commerce. 


_ Mr. BARBOUR, by unanimous consent, and 
in pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill | 


to provide for the right of trial by jury, and the 
nght of appeal in cases of alleged contempt of 
court; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


RESOLUTIONS OF THE STATE OF KENTUCKY. i] 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, by unanimous consent, 
Presented the following resolutions of the Legis- 


53 


} DR. WILLIAM P. HAIL. 


Mr. QUITMAN, from the Committee on Mili- 


tary Affairs, submitted a joint resolution for the 
relief of Dr. William P. tail, late of the Ten- 
nessee volunteers in the Mexican war;.which 
was read a first and second time, referred toa 
Committee of the Whele House, and ordered to 
| be printed. 

CLAIMS AGAINST SPANISH GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. KNOWLTON, by unanimous consent, 
presented the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 


requested to communicate to this louse what measures, if 
any, have been taken since the 27th of December, 1852, for 


|| the indemnification by the Spanish Government of the cap 


tains, owners, and crews of the bark Georgiana and the brig 
Susan Loud, in consequence of the capture and confisca 


| tion of the said bark and brig by the Spanish authorities. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


| Mr. WOODWORTH, by unanimous consent, 
in pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill 
\| for the relief of Frederick Stephens, for services 
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rendered in the late war with Great Britain; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

_ Mr. WALDRON, by unanimous consent, and 
in pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill 
for the relief of Hyacinth Riopell, and others, 
heirs and assignees of Ambroise Riopell, de- 
ceased; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, a bill for the relief of the legal represent- 
atives of James Witherell, and others: which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, by unanimous 
consent, and in pursuance of previous notice, in- 
troduced a bill to authorize the issue of a re- 
gister to the brig Echo, of Boston; which received 
its several readings, and was passed. 

Mr. MURRAY, by unanimous consent, re- 


| ported from the Committee on Revolutionary 
| Claims, a bill for the relief of the legal repre- 


sentatives of Thomas Gordon, deceased; which 


| was read a first and second time, referred to a 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Wisconsin, from the || 


Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
be printed. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion by Mr. CLAWSON, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal from 
the files of the House of the papers in the case of James N. 
Lawrence, grandson of Benjamin Lawrence. 


CHINESE COOLIE TRADE. 
Mr. H. MARSHALL, by unanimous consent, 


| offered the following resoluuon; which was read, 
| considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations in- 
qutre into the expediency of declaring the engagement of 


| American ships in the Chinese Coolie trade to be illegal, 


and a cause ot forfeiture to their captors of the ships engaged 
therein ; and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. KNOX, by unanimous consent, reported 
back from the Committee on Roads and Canals 
House bill (No. 21) to surrender to the State of 
Illinois the Cumberland road in said State; which 
he asked to have put upon its passage. 

Mr. McMULLIN objected. 

Mr. PRINGLE, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was read, 


| considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate what information he may possess 
in regard to citizens of the United States being engaged in 
the slave trade, or in the transportation in American ships, 
of Coolies from China to Cuba and other couatries, with 


| the intention of placing or continuing them tm a state of 


slavery or servitude, and whether such traffic is not, in his 
opinion, a violation of the spirit of existing treaties, render- 


| ing those engaged in it liable to indictment for piracy ; and 


especially that he be requested to communicate to thie 
House the facts and circumstances attending the shipment 
from China of some five hundred Coolies in the ship Sea 
Witch, of the city of New York, lately wrecked on the 


| coast of Cuba. 


| 


IMPROVEMENT OF MOBILE HARBOR. 
Mr. EUSTIS, by unanimous consent, reported 
back from the Committee on Commerce House 
bill (No. 155,) for continuing the improvement 
of the harbor of Mobile, Alabama, at Dog river 
bar, Choctaw pass, and to the Lower Fleet; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 


PENSION LAWS. 


Mr. HAVEN. As this seems to be a time of 


general inquiry in the House, I ask unanimous 
consent, to offer the following: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
whether the laws granting pensions to invalids of the Army 
and Navy of the United States, for wounds received, or dis- 
abilities incurred, while in the line of their duty in the 
military and naval service of the United States, have been 


| the state of the Union, and ordered to be “e 


| and are executed according to their true intent and meaning; 
| and, if further legislation be necessary, that they be at lib- 


erty to report by bill or otherwise. 
Also, That the resolutions of the State of New York on 
this subject be referred to said committee. 


The resolution was, by unanimous consent, 


|| considered and agreed to. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


Mr. HOFFMAN, by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave to withdraw from the files of the 
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House the papers in the case of Major William 
to the Court of Claims. 
TREASURY BUILDING EXTENSION. 
Mr. BALL, by unanimous consent, offered the 


| 
. ' 
Keller, for the purpose of having them presented || g 

| 


_'THE CONGRESSIO 


- = == 


following resoluuon; which was read, considered, | 


and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed | 


to send to this House, atas early a day as practicable, copies 
of all advertisements issued by hun, or by any officer or 
agent acting under Lis direction or authority, inviting bids 
or proposals for furnishing marble, granite, or*any other 
material, or for labor, to be used or employed in the con- 
struction of the extension of the Treasury building. 

That in like manner he cause to be’ prepared and sent 
to this House, copies of all bids or proposals for furnishing 
said materials or labor, or any portion thereof, which have 
been made in pursuance of said advertisements, or other- 


wise, specifying particularly whether any alterations or | 
modifications have been made in any of said bids or pro- | 
posals after the saine were opened; and, if so, the nature || 
and extent of said alterations or modifications, and by | 


whom made, and whether it was done with or without the || 


knowledge or approbation of the said Secretary. 

That he, in like manner, send copies of all contracts 
made or entered into by himself, or by any officer or agent 
acting under his authority, with any person or persons for 
furnishing such materials or labor, or any part thereof, 


siating the probable amount that will be required of each | 
description of material, and the place or places from whence | 


it is to be furnished, if the same be not specified in the 


contract. ” 
That he also state whether any (and, if so, what) portion 
of said material has been purchased or contracted for with 
out public notice having been first given inviting bids or 
proposals; or whether, after the publication of such notice, 


any contracts have been made for the same material be- | 
fore the day specified in the notice for the opening of said || 


bids and the assigning of the contracts. 


That he also state what portion of such work he is causing || 


to be constructed by coutract, and how much, and what 
portion, by men employed by the day; the prices paid by 
the day for the various descriptions of labor, &c. 


And that he further state what amount of money has | 


been expended, or agreed to be paid, in the purchase of | 


touvls and teams, and in the building of shops and sheds ; 
and also, what amount has been expended in construction 


ployed in hauling and setting the stone and other material 
used in the construction of said building ; and also whether 
the derricks and other machinery now on hand are consid- 
ered sufficient for setting the columns and other heavy de 
scriptions of the work; and, if not, what will be the prob- 
able cost of the additional machinery that will be required 
to complete the construction of said building. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE SAVANNAH RIVER. 
Mr. SEWARD. [ ask the unanimous consent 


of the House to enable me to introduce a bill to | 


alter and amend an act entitled ‘*An act appro- | 
Swi money to remove obstructions in the | 


Savannah river, below the city of Savannah, 
1855. 


assage. 
Mr. RITCHIE 


I object. 
Mr. SEWARD. 


I ask the gentleman from 


Pennsylvania to withdraw his objection; the bill | 


does not make any appropriation. 

Mr. RITCHIE. If it does not, I withdraw my 
objection. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. 
for information. 

The bill was read through by the Clerk. 

Mr. HARLAN, 
of that bill. 

Mr. SEWARD. 


Let the bill be read 


|| trict of Columbia, praying for the erection of a 


I appeal to the gentleman to | 


I object to the consideration || 





withdraw his objection; the bill makes no appro- | 


priation of money. 
Mr. HARLAN. Iam aware of that. 
withdraw my objection. 


I do not | 


Mr. SEWARD. I ask, then, that the bill may | 


be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. HARLAN. 


I have no objection to that. | 


The bill was then, by unanimous consent, re- | 
ceived, read a first and second time, and referred 


to the Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. FLAGLER. I move that the House do 


now adjourn. 
MEMBERS OF COMMITTEES. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 


before the House requests to be excused from | 


serving on committees, as follows: Mr. Oxiver, 
of Missouri, from the Committee of Elections; 


Mr. Suerman, from the Committee on Foreign | 


Affairs; Mr. Howarp, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means; Mr. Capwataper, from the 


Committee on Accounts;and Mr. Stanton, from | 


the Committee on Military Affairs. 


No objection being made, the resignations were 
accepted by the House. 


The SPEAKER then appointed the following 
gentlemen to fill the vacancies thus created: 
Committee of Elections—Mr. Sayacer, vice Mr. 
OLIveR.” 

Committee on Foreign Affairs—Mr. Stanton, 
vice Mr. SuerMan. 

Committee of Ways and Means—Mr. Bitiine- 
Horst, vice Mr. Howarp. 

Committee on Accounts—Mr. Hueuston, vice 
Mr. CapwaLaDER. 

Committee on Military Affairs—Mr. Crarg, of 
New York, vice Mr. Stanton. 

The question then reeurred upon the motion 
to adjourn. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Iask the gen- | 


tleman from New York to withdraw the motion, 
to enable me to introduce a resolution to which 
there will be no objection. 

Mr. FLAGLER. I will withdraw the motion. 


Mr. WASHBURNE then, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced the following resolution; which 


| was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to 
communicate to this Hqnuse a copy of the memorial of the 
city authorities of Dubuque, Lowa, in relation to the IMlinois 
Central railroad, and the carrying of the mails by the 
Galena and Minnesota Packet Company. 


On motion by Mr. MILLER, of Indiana, at 


(half past three o’clock,) the House adjourned 


until to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, -Ipril 8, 1856. 
Prayer by Rev. Danten Watpo, Chaplain to 


| the House of Representatives. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. PEARCE presented a memorial of mer- 


Pa es 
- , shants, shipmasters, and others, citizens o - 
of derricks, steam-engines, and other machinery to be em- || chants, shipmasters, and others, citizens of Balti 


| more, praying for the establishment of a marine 


hospital at that port; which was referred to the 


| Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. CASS presented the petition of Joseph E, | 


Holmes, praying that an appropriation may be 
made for the purpose of investigating the causes 
of explosions of steam-boilers; which was referred 


| to the Committee on Commerce. 


Also, two memorials from citizens of Michigan, 
asking for a grant of land for the construction of 
a railroad from Fond du Lac to Ontonagon, with 
branches to Marquette; which was referred to 


: > ns : d || the Committee on Public Lands. 
in the State of Georgia,’’ approved March 3, | 


Mr. FITZPATRICK presented the memorial 


eT . . || of George G. Henry, of Mobile, asking for the 
I hope the House will allow me to put it on its | passage of a law to authorize the Commissioner 


of Patents to grant him a patent for fifty years, 


|| beinga longer period than is allowed by law; which 


was referred to the Committee on Patents and 
the Patent Office. 


Mr. WELLER presented the petition of citi- | 
zens of Washington, District of Columbia, pray- | 


ing thatthe jail located in that city may be removed; 
also, proceedings of the criminal court of the Dis- 


new jail, and recommending some better and more 
permanent accommodation for the criminal court 
of the Distriet; which were referred to the Com- 


mittee on the District of Columbia. 


| ' 
i 


Also, a petition of officers of the Army, pray- 
ing for an increase of the commutation price of 
the Army ration; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to whom were referred the peti- 
tions of A. E. Donoho in behalf of Sophia Turner, 
of Lucy Tate, and of Peter Van Buskirk, made 
adverse reports thereon; which were ordered to 
be printed. 

He also, from the same committee to whom 
were referred the petitions of Brackett Leavitt, 
of the executor of Carter Page, of the legal rep- 
resentatives of James Purvis, and of William 
Allen, grandson of Jonathan Allen, asked to be 
discharged from their further consideration, on 
the ground that they were proper cases for inves- 
tigation by the Court of Claims, and that the 
petitioners have leave to withdraw their petitions 
and pepers for the purpose of presenting them to 
the court; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of the heirs of Major 


| 
| 








NAL GLOBE. 


y Samuel Scott, submitted a report, accompanied by 
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| a bill for their relief; which was read and PAasseg 


to a second reading. ~ The report was ordered j, 
be printed. 

Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Mj; 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the memorig| 
of F. A. Cunningham, paymaster of the Unite 
States Army, praying relief on account of a ro}, 
bery of the public funds under his charge at Sany 


| Fé, New Mexico, reported a bill for his relics, 
ef. 


The report was ordered to be printed. 


which was read and passed to a second reading 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. MASON, in pursuance of previous noties 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill tb 
amend the act approved August 31, 1852, entitle 
** An act making further provision for the satisfgy. 
tion of Virginia land warrants;’’ which was read 
the first and second times by its title, and referre 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 

Mr. REID, in pursuance of notice, asked anj 
obtained leave to introduce a bill making furthe 
appropriation for the improvement of the Cam 


| Fear river, North Carolina; which was read the 


first and second times by its title, and referred tg 
to the Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. SUMNER, in pursuanee of notice, asked 


and obtained leave to introduce a bill supplemen. 


tary to ** An act to limit the liability of ship 


| owners and for other purposes,’ approved 3d of 


March, 1851; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 
A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Barcuay, the assistant clerk, announced 
that the House had passed a bill (H. R. 259) 


| authorize the issue of a register to the brig Echo, 


| of Boston. 


Also, that the President of the United States 


had approved and signed, on the 5th instant, the 
| following acts and joint resolution: 


An act making appropriations for the payment 
of invalid and other pensions of the United States, 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1857; 

An act to constitute the cities of Hannibal, 


| Missouri, and Peoria, Illinois, ports of delivery; 


An act making appropriations for restoring and 
maintaining the peaceable disposition of the In- 


| dian tribes on the Pacific, and for other purposes; 


and 
Joint resolution for enlarging the custom: 


house, post office, and court-house, at Buffalo, 
| New York. 


CLAIMS OF REVOLUTIONARY OFFICERS. 
Mr. EVANS. I ask the Senate now to take up 


| Senate bill (No 109) to provide for the settlement 


of the claims of the officers of the revolutionary 
army, and of the widows and orphan children of 


| those who died in the service, not with a view to 


its discussion, at this time, but to fix some day 
for which it may be made the special order. 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 


| read a second time. 


Mr. EVANS. I move that the further con- 


| sideration of the bill be postponed till this day 


week, and be made the special order for that day 


| at half past twelve o’clock, and at that time from 
on to day until disposed of. 
M 


r. STUART. 


I hope the Senator will say 


, one o’clock, because it deranges our business 


very much to be making special orders for half 
past twelve o’clock. 
Mr. EVANS. Very well; I will modify my 


| motion so as to make the bill the special ordet 


for this day week at one o’clock. 
The motion was agreed to. 


REFUNDING OF DUTIES. 
Mr. PEARCE. I have been directed by the 


| Committee on Finance, to whom was referred 
| the bill (S. No. 5) to remit or refund duties on 
| goods, wares, or merchandise destroyed by fire, 
| to report it back without amendment and recom 


| mend its 


| | 


| 


ssage. 

Mr. SEWARD. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to have this bill taken up and 
passed now. It is the same which we passed 4 
the last session, but it failed for want of time 10 
the House of Representatives. It is known 
the general fire bill, and, I believe, is satisfacory 
to all parties. 

By unanimous consent the Senate, as in Conl- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider thé 
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bill. 


It provides that in all cases where any im- | 
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Mr. HUNTER. This, I understand, is the 


sorter or purchaser shall show probable cause to || first case arising under the decision of the Court 


the Secretary of the Treasury to believe that he 
has paid, or 1s bound to pay, duties on goods, 
and merchandise destroyed by fire in 
unbroken and original packages, as imported 
petween July 7, 1838, and March 28, 1854, he 
shall appoint a commission, oe of the 
epllector and naval officer of the district where 
the fire occurred. In case there shall be no na- 
yal officer in the collection district, the ee 
of the United States, or the surveyor, or such 
other officer as the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall designate, is to take his place. ‘Fhe com- 
mission is to ascertain the amount of duties paid 
or due on articles so destroyed; and, on their 
award being approved by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the amount of the duties is to be re- 
mitted or refunded to the importer. Provisions 
are made authorizing the commission to take tes- | 
timony and imposing the penalties of perjury on 
all who shall swear falsely before the commis- 
sioners. Various detailed provisions are made 
to carry out these objects. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read the third time, and passed. 


wares, 


PAYMENT OF CLAIMS. || Senator from Georgia that his amendment, or sub- 


I ask the indulgence of the || 


Mr. DODGE. 
Senate to take up the bill (S. 187) making appro- | 
priations for the payment of certain claims. A 
constituent of mine, who is a blind man, is inter- 
ested in this bill. As he could not be heard on 
private bill day in consequence of other business 
lr the Senate, I ask that the bill may be now 
taken up, and | am satisfied that when the report 
of the Committee on Claims shall have been read, | 
there will be no objection to it. 

Mr. STUART. IL shall not object to taking up 
the bill if it will not occupy much time. The 
hour fixed for thes edinidadine nen almost arrived. 

Mr. DODGE. The consideration of this bill 
will not occupy five minutes. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was | 
read the second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

The bill, as submitted by the Court of Claims, 
proposed to direct the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to Samuel P. Todd, a purserin the Navy, 
the sum of $553 for the amount of depreciation 
upon Treasury notes sold by him for the purpose 
of paying seamen and others employed in the | 
United States Delaware flotilla, in the year 1814; 
also to pay to John Shaw, of Wisconsin, $1,000, 
in full for his services, travel, and attendance, as | 
an interpreter upon the trial of certain Winne- 
bago Indians, in the year 1828, before the Hon. 
James Duane Doty, at Prairie du Chien; and 
to pay to Isadore D. Beaugrand, $257 12, in full 


of Claims. I prefer that it should be laid over 


| until to-morrow. 


The further consideration of the bill was post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

BOUNTY LAND BILL. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of House bill (H. R., 
No. 8) to amend the ‘‘actin addition to the sev- 
eral acts granting bounty land to certain officers 
and soldiers who have been engaged in the mili- 


| tary service of the United States,”” approved 


March 3, 1855; the pending question being on 
the amendment of Mr. Hamu, to add to the 
substitute of the Committee on Public Lands, 


| the following, as a new section: 


Sec. —. And he it further enacted, Thatin computing the 
services performed under this act, andthe act of March 3, 
1855, travel shall be allowed in ali cases where the soldier 
shall have been discharged from the service at a place other 
than his home, at the rate of twenty miles per day trom 
such place of discharge to the place of his home. 


Mr. IVERSON. I desire to offer a substitute 
in lieu of the amendment of the Senator from 


— 


Ne 


cases, in computing the length of service of the officers and 
soldiers of any such company, battalion, or regiment, with 
a view to determine the quantity of land any officer or so! 
der is entitied to under said act, approved 28th or Septem- 
ber, 1850, there shall on d one day for every twenty 
miles from the place Where the company, battalion, or 
regiment was organized, to the place where the same was 
mustered into the service of the United States; and also 
one day for every twenty miles from the place where such 
company, battalion, or regiment was discharged, to the 
place where it was organized, and from whence it marched 
to enter the service.”’ 











The act of 1855, which was amendatory of the 
act of 1852, has this clause: 


‘* And be it further enacted, ‘That in no case shall any such 
certificate or warrant be issued for any service less than 
fourteen days, except where the person sball actually 
have been engaged in battle, and unless the party claiming 


| such certificate or warrant shall establish bis or her right 
thereto by record evidence of said service.” 


By the clause of the act of 1852, to which I have 
just referred, the time of service was computed 
from the place where any company, regiment, or 
battalion was organized and marched to the scene 
of action, and allowed twenty miles for a day 
from the time when they left the scene of action, 
or were mustered out of the service of the United 


Maine, which, as the Senate will perceive from*| States, to the point where they were originally or- 


its reading, goes a little further. 
Mr. FOOT. I will suggest to the honorable 


stitute, is not now in order. The substitute re- 
ported by the committee, is an amendment to the 
House bill. The amendment offered by the Sen- 


ganized and from which they marched. The act 
of 1855 excludes this service, and confines the 
time of fourteen days or upwards to the actual 
service of the company, battalion, or regiment, 


| after being mustered into the service, and from 


that time until discharged from the service of the 


ator from Maine is therefore anamendment to an || United States. 


amendment; and we cannot pile on amendments 
to itany further. After that shall have been dis- 
posed of, the amendment of the Senator from 
Georgia will be in order. 

The PRESIDENT. 
mont is correct. 

Mr. IVERSON. I hope my amendment will 
be read for the information of the Senate. 

Mr. FOOT. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. IVERSON. When it shall have been read, 


The Senator from Ver- 


| I propose to submit a few remarks to show that 


| the amendment of the Senator from Maine; but || tion of the act of 


the amendment of the Senator from -Maine does 
not go far enough, and I trust therefore the Sen- 
ate will vote it down and agree to mine. 

The PRESIDENT. ‘The question is first on 


the proposition of the Senator from Georgia will 


| be read for information, as he desires it. 


The Secretary read it, as follows: 
& And he it further enacted, That where any company, 


| battaliongor regiment, in an organized form, marched more 


than twenty miles to the place where they were mustered 
into the service of the United States, or were discharged 
more than twenty miles from the place where such com 


| pany, battalion, or regiment was organized; in all such 
| cases, in computing the length of service of the officers and 


soldiers of any such company, battalion, or regiment, with 


| a view to determine the quantity of land any officer or sol 


him for subsistence, quarters, and transportation || 
furnished to Captain Bradley’s company of Ohio || 


volunteers from the Ist to the 5th of June inclu- 
sive, 1846; prior to their being mustered into the 


service of the United States for the Mexican war. || 


The Committee on Claims 
the bill by allowing to Samuel P. Todd, “ interest | 
at the rate of six per cent. per annum, from and 
after the 31st day of December, A. D., 1839.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. I am not sure that I under- 
stand this bill. I wish to inquire of the gentle- | 
man who reported it, whether it is different from 
the bill submitted by the Court of Claims itself. 
I'am willing to vote for the bill as the court sent 
it. 


Mr. DODGE. 


I ask for-the reading of the 


Fessenpen.) I think that will satisfy the Senate. 
ae HUNTER. I hope the report will be 
read. 
Mr. STUART. Is it proposed to read the 
Opinions of the court in each case? 
Mr. HUNTER. I should like to hear them. 
Mr. STUART. If the opinions of the court | 
are to be considered, I must move to postpone | 
the bill until to-morrow, as the hour for the spe- 
cial order has arrived. The question before us 
‘ts a simple one. The court has reported in favor 
of these claims, without interest. The commit- 
tee have added interest in one case. The ques- 


tion is, whether we shall agree to allow interest | 
Or not. 


yroposed to amend || 


. c | dier is entitled to under the act entitled, * An act in addition 
for expenses incurred and money expended by || 


to certain acts granting bounty land to certain officers and 
soldiers who have been engaged in the military service of 
the United States,’ approved 3d of March, 1855, there shall 
be allowed one day tor every twenty miles from the place 
where the company, battalion, or regiment was organized, 
to the place where the same was mustered into the service 
ot the United States; and also, one day for every twenty 
miles from the place where such company, battalion, or 
regiment was discharged, to the place where it was organ- 
ized, and from whence it marched to enter the service.” 


Mr. HAMLIN. The Senater from Georgia 
has called my attention to the amendment which 
he has submitted as a substitute for the one which 
I have presented to the Senate. It goes, as the 
Senator says, one step further. I believe that the 
section which he proposes is a transcript of the 


| law of 1852. [do not myself see any good reason 


why the principle of this amendment should not 
meet the favorable consideration of the Senate. 


| I am_willing to withdraw my amendment, and 
report made by the Senator from Maine, [Mr. || 


There is a case in my State where, during the 
Seminole war,a company was organized ata point 
one hundred and fifty miles from the seat of 
war. ‘They were not, however, there mustered 
into service, because there was no officer who 
could perform that duty. They marched to the 
seat of war in Florida, and were there mustered 
into the service of the United States. They did 
not remain in the service for the fourteen days, 
but were discharged before thattime. They were 


| mustered out of the service before the expiration 
_of the fourteen days, and marched back to the 


point where they were organized. They were 


| some six or eight weeks on the march, going to 


| out of the service. 


and fro; and yet they are excluded by the opera- 
1855, which confines the service 
altogether to the intermediate period between the 
actual mustering into and the actual mustering 
It seems to me that, upon 
penne of equity and justice, if companies 
1ave been organized, and consume time in march- 
ing to the seat of war, that time ought to be com- 
puted when the Government is about to give them 
compensation for their services. It is time spent 
in the service of the Government, as much so as 
that actually spent after they are mustered into 
the military service. I propose, therefore, to ex- 


| tend the provisions of the act of 1852, precisely 


in the very language of that act, to the cases of 
those who have been provided for in the act of 
1855. ‘There is a singular anomaly in the act of 
1855, arising from this very provision. By sec- 
tion nine of the act of 1855, it is declared: 

And be it further enacted, That the provisions of this 
act, aud all the bounty land laws heretofore passed by Con- 
gress, shall be extended to Indians, in the same manner, and 
to the same extent, as if the said Indians had been white 
men.’? 

So that, according to the law as it now stands, 
a company of Indians who were mustered into 
service, but were not fourteen days in actual ser- 
vice, come within the act of 1852; whereas, under 
the provisions of the act of 1855, white men are 


| notentitled to bounty land, because the provisions 


of that act and of the other bounty land laws are 
not extended to white men, but simply to Indians. 


allow the Senator to present his; but if the Senate || It is an extraordinary thing that Indians are now 
shall not see fit to adopt it, my amefdment can || entitled to receive bounty land, although they may 


be offered subsequently. 
The PRESIDENT. 


/ amendment of the Senator from Georgia. 


MritVERSON. 
remarks in explanation of my amendment. The 


The question is on the | 


not have been in actual service fourteen days, if 
they were more than that time marching from the 
place of rendezvous to the seat of war. I pro- 


I shall make but a very few || pose to put white men on an equality with Indiahs 
|| in this respect—to put them on the footing pro- 


act of 1852 has a clause which is identical with | vided for by the act of 1852. 


the proposition which I have introduced. 


| fifth section of the act of 1852, granting bounty 


land to officers and soldiers, is in these words: 


** And be it further enacted, That where any company, 
battalion, or regiment, in an organized form, marched more 
than twenty miles to the place where they were mustered 
into the service of the United States, or were discharged 


more than twenty miles from the place where such com- | 
| pany, battalion, or regiment was organized; in a'l such || Senator from Georgia, although plausible on its 


| 
| 


The || 


| 
| 


Mr. STUART. Mr. President, this subject is 
one of a great deal of importance. On this, as on 
other occasions, I desire only that every question 
which is presented to the Senate should be fully 


| understood, and then let the pleasure of the Sen- 
| ate be manifested upon it whatever it may be. 


The argument which has been presented by the 
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face, I think it will be seen by a little investiga- 
tion does not apply with the force he supposes 
to the bill under consideration and to the last 
bounty land act. The poeta bounty land laws 
were applicable to a species OF service about which 
there was no dispute in respect to iis Importance. 
The bill of 1855 was a very different affair. It 
applied to every species of military service; it 
was a bill so extended in its provisions as to arrest 
the attention of every centleman In Congress. It 
certainly wasa bill of vast magnitude. Then, as 
a check, as a safeguard which should be invaria- 
ble in its application, it was agreed on all hands— 
by the special committee who reported the bill, 
and by the Senate—that record evidence of the 
service should be required. It was conceded at 
that time that no other safeguard could be devised. 

In addition to that, service, and service alone, 
was the essence of that biill—not constructive but 
actual service; and the principle was one of a very 
liberal character. If an individual had been in 
battle, thouch but for half an hour, he was enti- 
tled to one hundred and sixty acres of land; but 
if he had not been in battle, fourteen days of 
actual service was required. This was a very 
liberal provision. It was reducing the time of 
service to the smallest possible amount, and there- 
fore all constructive evidence, it was agreed, 
should be left out of the bill. 

Now, what is the effect of the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Georgia? It is to at- 
tack the foundation of that bill in both particu- 
lars. It removes the necessity of record evidence. 
The door is open, and it is permissible to prove 
so many days of travel as, with the record evi- 
dence of actual service, will make up the fourteen 
days required by the act. Does not every Sena- 
tor see at a glance that it entirely subverts the 
foundation upon which the bounty land act of 
1855 was based? Although a man cannot prove 
by the record that he served over two days, he 
may, under this provision, apply to anybody 
and to anybody’srecollection to show asufficient 
amount of travelto bring him up to fourteen days. 
If this were a limitation, confined as in the law 
to which the gentleman has referred, to service in 

fexico, or some such recent service, where the 


<tr : oI 
proof is in existence, and where the danger of 


opening the door to-this character of evidence 


would be so much lessened, the objection would | 


have much less force; but it proposes to apply to 


the act of 1855, which covers every military ser- | 


vice that has existed under this Government. 
Gentlemen should recollect that this act provides 
for services in the Revolution. Every species of 
service is provided for in it. 
would open the door for parol proof that the in- 
dividual traveled, either going to the place of 
service or returning from it,a sufficient length of 
time, computing twenty miles per day, to make 
up his fourteen days, and give Lion one hundred 
and sixty acres of land. I venture to say that, 
when carefully considered by Senators, it will be 
secn that it presents at once the very question pre- 
sented by the bill of the House—a practical repeal 
of the third section requiring record evidence. 

I said it attacked both features of this act. It 
certainly does. The act of 1855 fixed the time 
of service at fourteen days, and it was said in the 
debate, it was said in the report of the select 
committee, it was said by the chairman of the 
committee himself, [Mr. Bropurap,] that there 
could be no plausible ground for giving an indi- 
vidual one hundred and sixty acres of land who 
had not been in actual service fourteen days. I 
know itis said that this does not operate in all 
cases equally; that there are cases where an indi- 
vidual was enlisted into the service and was dis- 
charged at one place, and had to travel home, 
while another had not to travel. But, sir, the 
service is the point. 


emtent of his service. If he went to a point to 


be enlisted, or was discharged at a point far from | 
his residence, it does not at all alter the —— 
It does not follow that an individual | 


of service. 
who was discharged at any point, and traveled 
from there to his home, was thereby injured. 
Senators will readily conceive that it might be a 


very great advantage to an individual to have a | 
ready and prompt discharge, and take his own | 
e might thus get home | 


means of getting home. 
im a quarter of the time which would be other- 
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) “scree 


ieee : 
\| wise consumed. There might be a great saving 


This amendment | 


If it be shown thata man | 
was enlisted into the service at one place and dis- | 
charged at another, the intervening time is the | 


‘| to his business on that account. At all events, 

| he might thus much earlier reach his home, his 
family, and his friends, and might desire it. I 
do not use this as an argument, but I advert to it 
to show that these facts may very well exist, and 
that the individual at the time might have been 
better satisfied at being discharged at that point, 
than he would have been if marched home in 
military file, taking a longer time and then be 
discharged from the service. 

The great difficulty, however, is, that the 
amendment strikes at the very foundation of the 
actof 1855. The principle of that was, to require 
fourteen days’ actual service, and record evidence 
of that service. Now, it is for the Senate to say 
whether this amendment shall be adopted. I 
venture to say, that if the Senate disagrees with 
the action of the committee, and opens the bill to 
the various amendments which are to be offered, 


enlarging the provisions of the act of 1855, no | 
man can tell the extent which the bill will then | 


cover. It is stated now, that the act of 1855 will 


take some forty millions of acres of land, as it was || 


originally, and that the amendments proposed by 
the committee, which are simply to carry out the 
provisions of the original bill, will enlarge the 


amountmuch further—one halfat least—and will, {| 
perhaps, double the quantity of land that will be 


taken. 


There is no great importance on this question, | 
perhaps, to the Government of the United States, | 

| but it is important to the land States, [ think— | 
and, I believe, it is the opinion of the Senators | 
who represent that State—that the State of lowa, | 
by the effect of the act of last year, has been re- || 


| tarded in its settlement at least fifteen years. No 


man can compute the injury resulting from flood- | 
ing the market with bounty land warrants, thus | 


stimulating speculation, and covering over the 
| land States with the titles of non-resident land 
holders. In that respect it is important. 
United States choose to give away their lands, I 
| do not object. I only mention this fact to show 
the great interest which the land States—mine 
among the rest—have, that they should notlabor 
under the incubus fixed on them by the specula- 
tion of 1835-'36, and placed back from fifteen 
| years to a quarter of acentury in their settlement 
| and cultivation. It is a very serious injury to 
those States. 
Now, sir, inasmuch as I do not desire to con- 


sume time—on the contrary, wish to facilitate the | 
consideration of this bill as much as possible—I | 


cannot detain the Senate longer, having, as I 
think, made myself clearly widerstood. I think 


this amendment presents the question whether | 


the Senate is prepared to adhere to the principles 
of the bill of 1855, every one of which is carried 
out to its fullest extent by the amendments of the 
Committee on Public Lands, or whether the 
Senate is disposed to open the door and to let in 
without limit any amount of service. The mo- 
ment you resort to parol evidence, and extend it 
back to the period in our history to which the bill 
reaches, you can prove, in some form or other, 
| travel enough to make the fourteen days in almost 
| every case. 


amendment. I think the difference between them 
will not be much, practically. 

Mr. ADAMS. 
ally against the bounty land bill,on the ground 
that the provision which it is now proposed to 
| amend and extend was—lI will not say too liberal 
—but was unjust to another class of meritorious 
| citizens. By the bill which is proposed to Re ex- 


this Government has no nght to make gratuities to 


for one hundred and sixty acres of land.. The 
man who served twelve months receives no'more; 
the man who served five years receives no more. 
In consequence of this palpable injustice of giving 
or paying to the man who served fourteen days 
the same compensation as to the man who fought 
the battles of his country and served for five 
years, I voted against the bill. 
injustice to one portion of our countrymen could 
not be done with my consent. 

It is now proposed to extend that provision. 
I shall vote against the propositition; not doubt- 





If the | 


1 do not know that I should hesitate | 
/ in choosing between the House bill, which re- | 
| peals unqualifiedly the third section, or this || 


Mr. President, I voted origin- | 


| tended, a man who served for fourteen days re- | 
ceivesas boanty—or rather asa compensation—for | 


citizens—for his sacrificesand services a warrant | 


Such palpable | 
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| ing, however, that those who were in service one 
| day, are as much entitled to bounty land as those 
| who served fourteen days, when none of them 
| were in battle. They marched up to their coun: 
<_< ee and were mustered there for fou, 
teen days; were then dispersed to go home an 
attend to their business, rejoicing no doubt to hy 
permitted to do so, when the interests of th 
country did not require them to go further. They 
_ are allowed one hundred and sixty acres of land 
It is now proposed to extend that because it docs 
not go far enough! If you extend it beyond tha 
point I should like to know where you are ty 
stop? For myself, I believe that the man who 
_ served one day is as much entitled to bounty lang 
as one who served fourteen days. All of them 
at the time received the pay which the Goverp. 
|ment agreed to give them. The man who pm. 
| mained at home and worked on the roads during 
their absence, is entitled equally with them, o 
nearly so. When you extend it to all who seryeg 
one day, it will become as imperious to give ons 
hundred and sixty acres to those who remained 
at home and worked the roads for them to travel 
over; and there will be no end to it. 
The suggestion of the Senator from Michigan, 
that itis unjust to the new States, is not only 
well considered, but well expressed and true, 
The millions on millions of acres of lands entered 
by land warrants fall into the hands of specula. 
tors—men who have no idea of cultivating them, 
They locate them in the new States. Citizens go 
| there to develop the resources of the country 
and make it valuable, and the speculators get the 
benefit of it. The soldiers do not get the benefit; 
the speculators hold up the lands, and those who 
|| go there must pay a high speculative price for 
| them. It keeps the States embarrassed for years 
and years. The settlers pay the speculators’ 
price for the land, and the tendency of it is to 
retard the settlement of the country. For this 
|| reason I am unwilling to see the provisions of 
\| the act extended. Some amendments, I think, 
| ought to be made to this bill; and, when the 
|| pending one shall be disposed of, I shall propose 
|| them; but I shall vote against this amendment. 
||. Mr. STUART. One o’clock having arrived, 
'| | move to postpone this bill until to-morrow a 
|| half past twelve o’clock. 
| Mr. FOOT. And that it be made the special 
order for that time. 
| Mr. STUART. 





I include that in my motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 

KANSAS AFFAIRS. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of bill 
| (S. 172) to authorize the people of the Territory 
_of Kansas to form a constitution and State gov- 
| ernment, preparatory to their admission into the 
| Union when they have the requisite population, 
| Mr.GEYER resumed and concluded the speech 
| which he commenced yesterday, in regard to the 
| Slavery question and the proceedings which have 
| taken place in Kansas since its organization asa 
| Territory. (The speech will be found in the 
nL 
| Mr. SEWARD obtained the floor, and the 


Senate adjourned. 





‘ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, April 8, 1856. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Danse, Watpeo. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
|| The SPEAKER stated the resolutions reported 


|| yesterday by the Committee of Elections to be 
| the business first in order. 


| EXPENSES OF THB JUDICIARY. 
Mr. PHELPS. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce aresolution. The ob- 


} 
1 


ject I have in view is to reduce the expenditures 


of the Judiciary department. I hope there will 
| be no objection. 
| "There was no objection; and the resolution was 
| received, considered, and agreed to; as follows: 


| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested 
| to communicate to this House such information as may be 
| in his possession, respecting the practice of prolonging the 
| sessions of the United States courts in any of the judicial 

districts beyond what is deemed requisite for the proper dis 
|| charge of the business before said courts. 


\ TENNESSEE RIVER IMPROVEMENT. | 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illineis, by unan 
| mous consent, reported back from the Committee 
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7 Commerce the bill of the House to liquidate {| the United States, transmitting a report from the 


the unadjusted contracts of the Tennessee river || 
‘s provement; Which was reterred to the Com- 1] 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, || 
and ordered to be printed. 

pRE-EMPTION ENTRIES CONFIRMED. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Wisconsin, by unan- | 
jmous consent, in pursuance of previous notice, | 
introduced a bill to confirm certain preémption 
eptries in the Mineral Point district, Visconsin; | 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message, in writing, was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. Swpney 
Wessrer, his Privaie Secretary. 

Mr. HOUSTON called for the regular order of 
business. 

Mr. COX moved that the rules be suspended, | 
and that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

DEFICIENCY BILL. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union, | 
(Mr. Stanton in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the amendments of the Senate to | 
the de fic 1ency bill. : 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER, who was entitled to the 
floor, addressed the committee for one hour in 
reply to his colleague, [Mr. Smrrn,] yielding in 
the course of his remarks for questions and ex- | 
planations. His speech is withheld for revision, 
and will be published in the Appendix. 

Mr. HUGHSTON obtained the floor, but 
vielded it for a moment to 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, who said: I stated, 
in reply to my colleague, that | had voted for 
vyhat was called the river and harbor bill at the 
last Congress, and that | should vote for the same 
kind of bill again. My colleague alluded to the | 
fact, that theePresident vetoed that bill. Ll wish 
to state in this connection that his veto of that 
bill does not lessen my respect for the President, 
nor does it prevent my preference for him for re- 
nomination, because | regard all these questions 
as of minor importance. | 

Mr. HUGHSTON then resumed the floor,and | 
spoke upon the subject of slavery. He was fol- 
lowed by Mr. WALDRON, who addressed the | 
committee for an hour upon the Kansas question. | 
Their speeches will appear in the Appendix. 

Mr. BOYCE then delivered his views upon the | 
subject of our relations with Great Britain. In 
regard to the enlistment question he contended 
that the Government of Great Britain had vio- 
lated our neutrality laws, and that the United 
States should insist upon reparation being made | 
therefor. It struck him that a future Administra- 
tion coming into power would make that repara- | 
tion which was due from England, the present 
Cabinet of that country not being able to do so | 
without condemning themselves. He sustained 
the construction put by our Governmentupon the | 
Central American treaty, and considered that of 
Great Britainas entirely unfounded. (His speech 
will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. SHORTER then obtained the floor, but 
yielded it to , 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee; who moved that || 
the committee rise. 

The motion was acreed to. 1 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having | 
resumed the chair, Mr. Stanton reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the Union || 
generally under consideration, and particularly || 
the amendments of the Senate to the deficiency |! 
bill, and had come to no resolution thereon. — | 

And then, on motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, 
(at a quarter before four o’clock,) the House ad- |! 
journed until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, m. 


| 
| 


Wenpnespay, -fpril 9, 1856. 
Prayer by Rev. Danser Waxpo, Chaplain to 
the House of Representatives. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS.- 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the || 
nate a communication from the President of || 


| 
IN SENATE. | 
| 
| 


| Kalb county, Alabama, in behalf of Sarah 
| the petition of Dorcas Carey; and the petition 


Secretary of State, in answer to a resolution of 
the Senate of the 27th ultimgo, requesting addi- 
tional documents relating to the condition of. 
affairs in Kansas Territory; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of the Interior, 


| communicating, in obedience to law, a statement 


of the appropriations for the service of the De- 
partment of the lnaterior for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1857; which, on motion by Mr. Sew- 
ARD, was referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

PETITIONS AND MEM@GRIALS. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 
of New York, praying for the admission of Kan- 
sas into the Union asa free State; which was laid 
on the table. 

Also, a petition of citizens of New York, for a 
modification of the bounty land act of March 3, 
1855; which was laid on the table. 

Also, some papers which have been obtained 
from the House of Representatives in support of 
the petition of Timothy Cowan, praving to be 
allowed a pension on account of a disability in- 
curred while in the service of the United States, 
during the last war with Great Britain; which 
were referred to the Committee on Pensions, who 
have his petition in charge. 

Also, a petition of inspectors of the revenue at 
the port of New York, praying for an increase 
of compensation; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of William Mont Storm, 
praying for an examination of his nautilus sys- 
tem of coast defense, and for an appropriation for 
the purpose of enabling him further to test its 
value; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CASS presented the pétition of citizens of 
Detroit, Michigan, praying for the construction 
of a harbor of refuge and commerce at Michigan 
City, in Indiana; which, as a billon that subject 
had been reported by the Committee on Com- 
meree, was laid on the table. 

Mr. TRUMBULL presented additional papers 
in relation to the claim of the heirs of James Bell, 
deceased, which, as the Committee oa Revolu- 
tionary Claims; was prepared to report on that 
subject, were laid on the table. 

Mr. STUART presented a petition of the citi- 
zens of Michigan, praying the adoption of meas- 
ures for the construction of a railroad to the Pa- 
cific; which was referred to the select committce 
on that subject. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of James 
R. Carman, a soldier in the war of 1812, praying 
fora pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. Lam authorized by the 
Committee on Pensions, to move to recommit 
to them the petition and papers of John Wood- 
worth, on which an adverse report has been made. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

PAPERS WITIIDRAWN. 


On motion by Mr. SLIDELL, it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the memo 
rial of the Legislature of Louisiana, on the files of the Sen 
ate, relating to obstructions in the Bayou La Fourche. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of 
Philemon Bacon; the petition of citizens of De 


jenge; 


| of Catharine Jacobs, submitted adverse reports 


thereon; which were ordered to be printe d. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom were referred the petition of citizens of 
Hawkins county, Tennessee, on behalf of James 
Francisco; the petition of John Buckhalter; the 
petition of Alison Logan; the petition of Ebenezer 
Hitchcock; the petition of Mary Bennett; the 


memorial of Michael R. Clark: the petition of 


William Patterson; the petition of Charles A, | 


Seefeld; and papers relating to the claim of Lu- 
cinda. Peters, submitted adverse reports thereon; 
which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred a bill supplemental 
to ** An act to limit the liability of ship-owners, 


and for other purposes,’’ approved March 3, 185], | 


reported it back without amendment. 
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Mr. SUMNER, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of Dan- 
iel Doland, praying for a pension, submitted a 
report, accompanied bya bill for his relief. The 
bill was read a first time, and passed to a second 
reading; and the report was ordered to be printed, 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the peuuion of Lemuel Worster, 
praying for a pension, reported a bill for his relief; 
which was read a first time, and passed to a sec- 
ond reading. The report accompanying the bill 
was ordered to be printed. y 

Mr. DURKEE, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to whom were referred the peti- 
tion and aapers of the legal re presentatives of 
James Bell, deceased, praying for payment of 
advances made by him to the American Army 
during the revolutionary war, reported a bill for 
the rehef of the legal representatives of James 
Bell, deceased; which was read a first time, and 
passed to a second reading. He submitted a re- 
port; W hich was ordered to be prints d, 

He also, from the same committee, to whem 
was referred the memorial of Elizabeth V. Lomax, 
only surviving child of Captain William Lind- 
say, of Lee’s Legion of the Revolution, asking 
five years’ full pay of a captain of dragoons, with 
interest, reported a bill forthe relief of Elizabeth 
V. Lomax, heir of Captain William Lindsay, of 
the Revolution. : 

The bill was read a first time, and passed to a 
second reading; and the 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com 
merce, to whom was reft rred the yee tition of cili- 
zens of Portland:on the subject, reported a bill 
(S. No. 237) to amend the act pas 


an . . ne report 
accOMpPan ying repors 


d December 
31, 1791, entitled “*Anact concerning the register- 
ing and recording of shins or vessels;’’ which 
was read a first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. TRUMBULL, by unanimous consent, 
previous notice not having been given, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to surrender to 
the State of Llinois the Cumberland road in said 
State; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. SUMNER asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill for the 
improvement of Taunton river, in the State of 
Massachusetts; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. STUART, by unanimous consent, pre- 
vious notice not having been given, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide for 
issuing patents in certain cases w here grants of 
the publie lands have been made by Congress; 
which was read twice by its tile, an referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 





Mr. BAYARD, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
to alter the place of holding the courts of the Uni- 
ted States m the district of Delaware; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were read twice by their tides, and re~ 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

A bill for the relief of Christian Hax, of the 
State of Maryland; 

A bill to repeal part of an act entitled “An act 
to provide for the sate-keeping of the acts, records, 
and seal of the United States, and for other pur- 
yoses;”’ and 

A bill to change the times of holding the Uni- 
ted States courts in the southern district of Ili- 
nos, 

BRIG ECHO. 

The bill of the House of Representatives (No. 
259) to authorize the issue of a register to the 
brig Echo of Boston, was read the first and sec- 


| ond time. 


Mr. HAMLIN. That is a bill which comes 
within the rule which has always been adopted 
here; and, as I understand that the vessel is now 
loaded at the port of Boston,and is waiting en! 
for her register to sail to a foreign port, I ae 
that it may be put on its passage at the present 
time. 

There being no objection, the bill was consid- 


as 





sede aig Soe 
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ered as in Committee of the Whole. Its object '| be done; but I am not disposed to act further, 


is to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
cuuse a register to be issued to the brig Echo, a 
British-built vessel, purchased by Eben Wheel- 
wright; a citizen of the United States, the vessel 
having been damaged at sea and repaired by 
Wheelwright; but it must first be proved to the 
satisfactién of the Secretary, that the repairs 
made in the United States, after the purchase of 


| 


} 
| 


and give interest where they decide that it should 


| not be given. 


Mr. STUART. ‘We can take a vote, and dis- 


| agree to the amendment, 


' The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; 


| and the question was stated to be on concurring 


| in the amendment of the committee to insert in | 
| the first section, in regard to S. P. Todd’s claim: | 


the vessel, are equal to two thirds of the value of || 


the vessel when repaired, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to a third reading. It 
was read the third time and passed. 


MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER. The House bill making ap- | 
propriations for the support of the Military Acad- 
emy for the year ending the 30th of June, 1857, 
is now on the table. It has been returned to us 


fication that the House have agreed to two, and 
disagreed to two of our amendments. I move that 
the bill and amendments be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. ADAMS. Sometime since a motion was 
made to print additional copies of the report of 
the Committee on Military Affairs on the joint 
resolution for the presentation of a sword to Col- | 
onel B.S. Roberts. In the remarks which I made | 
on that occasion, I said that | considered a dis- 
tinguished citizen of my own State (General 
Quitman) ‘interested ”’ in the report. It has | 
been suggested to me that that remark might 
create an impression in the minds of those not | 
familiar with the subject, that Gencral Quitman’s | 
conduct, in some way or other, required expla- | 
nation; and that, therefore, he or his friends felt | 
some interest in the question on his account. I 
desire to say that General Quitman has never 
been assailed in any way in reference to this mat- 
ter, nor has he any desire on the subject of the 
report. The interest to which I referred was 
this: Favorably and distinguished as his services 
are represented in the official accounts of the bat- 
tles in Mexico, I considered that the report made 
by the committee presented him in a still more 
enviable position than even his previous distin- 
guished place (with which he was perfectly satis- 
fied) accorded to him by the official reports. 
that connection, I alluded to his having interest 
in the subject. General Quitman had nothing to 
do with the getting up of this report, nor did he | 
feel any interest in regard to it, except that desire 
which every citizen of the country should feel, 
that justice may be done. I have felt it due to 
General Quitman, on such a suggestion as that 
to which I have alluded being made to me, to 
muke this explanation. 


PAYMENT OF CLAIMS. 


Mr. DODGE. By unanimous consent, the 
Senate yesterday took up Senate bill No. 187, 
and some objection was then made by the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance to one of the 
cases named in that bill. I have consulted with 
him on the subject, and I now ask the Senate to 
act on the two other cases, in which there is no 
interest allowed, and let the case, in which the 
question of interest arises, be setiled hereafter. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. HUNTER. The claim which I ask to lie 
over is the one on which the question of interest 
arises. 
that, in regard to the other cases mentioned in the 
bill, which conform to the decision of the Court 
of Claims, | should make no opposition, if the 
Senate should choose, by common consent, to act 
on them, reserving for future action the claim on | 
which interest is proposed to be allowed. 

Mr. DODGE. | move that the bill be amended 
by striking out the first section, which relates to 
the case of Todd. 

The PRESIDENT. After the bill shall be | 
reported to the Senate, it will be in order to dis- 
agree to the amendment of the Committee on | 
Claims, allowing interest in that case. 

Mr. HUNTER, If the Senate is willing to 
disagree to the amendment giving interest, I have | 
no objection to the rest of the bill. Iam willing || 
to do what the Court of Claims decided ought to || 


I said to the Senator from Wisconsin, | 


With interest at the rate of six per centum per annum 
from and after the 3lst day of December, A. D. 1839. 


Mr. EIUNTER. 
be voted down. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


I hope that amendment will 


The | 


bill was thus restored to the shape in which it | 


was reported by the Court of Claims. 
Mr. DODGE. 
passed without objection. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third | 


. : - il re ine Tas reg > — sme assed. | 
from the House of Representatives, with a noti- || reading, and was read the third time and passed. | 


EXPLORATION OF LIEUTENANT WARREN. 
Mr. WELLER. 


tenant G. R. Warren, of the United States engineer corps, 


| of his recent exploration of the region of country between 


| the Missouri and Platte rivers, and the Rocky mountains, 
with the map accompanying the samme. 


If there be any objection to the adoption of this 
resolution, [ will ask to have the letter of the 
Secretary of War read. 

Mr. HUNTER. 


| ter. 


The Secretary read_ it, as follows: 


Wak Department, March 26, 1856. 
Dear Sir: The Topographical Engineer, Lieutenant 


G. R. Warren, on General Harney’s staff during the past | 
year’s campaign in the region between the Missouri and | 


Platte rivers, and Rocky mountains, has addressed a brief 


and interesting report (accompanied by a map) to that | 
officer, which contains much useful and newly-acquired | 


information respecting the country and routes, rivers, and 
streams traversing it, &c. 


frontier, and to travelers and emigrants. 


it will not probably occupy more than forty printed pages, | 


(octavo,) or twenty leaves. 
Very respectfully, and truly yours, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


| Hon. Joun B. WELLER, 


In | 


Chairman Committee on Military Affairs, Senate. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


resolution read again. 


I should like to hear the | 


| another resolution for printing? 


| sent to the Senate, the question on printing will, 


| is a very interesting report. 


Mr. WELLER. When the report shall be 


of course, go to the Committee on Printing. It 
Whether we shall 


| publish the map after it comes here, will be a | 
| question for the Committee on Printing to de- | 


that. 


| soldiers of any such company, battalion, or regiment, with 
| & view to determine the quantity of land any officer or sol- 
| dier is entitled to under the act entitled ‘An act in addition 


| soldiers who have been engaged in the military service of 
| the United States,’ approved 3d of March, 1855, there shall | 


| of the United States; and also, one day for every twenty 
miles from the place where such company, battalion, or | 
regiment was discharged, to the place where it was organ- | 


termine. The question is not now on printing. | 


| The resolution merely asks that the report shall 


be sent in. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I have no objections to 


The resolution was agreed to. 


BOUNTY LAND BILL. 
On motion by Mr. STUART, the Senate re- 


ing bounty land to certain officers and soldiers 
who have been engaged in the military service of 


the United States,”’ approved March 3, 1855; the | 
pending question being upon the amendment of | 
Mr. Iverson, to add to the substitute of the Com- | 


mittee on Public Lands the following new sec- 
tion: 


“And he it further enacted, That where any company, 


battalion, or regiment,in an organized form, marched more | 


than twenty miles to the place where they were mustered 


| into the service of the United States, or were discharged | 
more thin twenty miles from the place where such com- | 
| pany, battalion, or regiment was organized; in all such | 


cases, in computing the length of service of the officers and 


to certain acts granting bounty land to certain officers and 


be allowed one day for every twenty miles from the place 
where the company, battalion, or regiment was organized, 
to the place where the saine was mustered into the service 


I hope the bill will now be | 


I offer the following resolu- | 
\| tion, and ask for its consideration now: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, | 
requested to communicate to the Senate the report of Lieu- | 


| should like to hear the let- | 


The report and map should be | 
printed, as they will be very useful to the troops on that | 


I wish to know if it is || retain and adhere to the original act which was 


|| based on the requirement of fourteen days’ actual 





ized, and from whence it marched to enter the service.” 


| 
| 
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April 9, 


Mr. IVERSON. Since I was in the Senajs 
yesterday, my attention has been called to Ome 
amendments to this bill, proposed by the Com. 
mittee on Public Lands, with which I am not 
altogether satisfied, but I have not had time ty 
scrutinize those amendments as carefully as | 
desire. There are some to which I object, ang 
which, I think, the Senate will not pass whey 
they understand them. In order to give me timp 
to look into these amendments more closely than 
I have had an opportunity of doing, I move tp 
postpone this bill-until half past twelve o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 

Mr. STUART. While I am disposed to gran, 
every possible indulgence to the Senator, I cannot 
see the necessity for the postponement. The 
truth is, that there is a very pressing neeessity 
for considering this bill, and acting on it. The 
Senator is, doubtless, aware of it. Cases arp 
constantly occurring at the Pension Office, which 
are being suspended because there is no existine 
provision such as is contained in this bill for their 
allowance. It seems to me the whole question 
in a nut-shell. While, as I have said,| 
should not be disposed to do anything at all that 
would interfere with the action of the Senator, 


|| unless there be some very strong necessity, | 
| hope the postponement will not be agreed to. 


Mr. IVERSON. Isimply appeal to the indul- 


| gence of the Senate to allow the bill to be post- 


poned until to-morrow. Certainly no great ip. 


| terest of the nation can be affected by that. 


Mr. SEWARD. Will the Senator from Geor. 


gia listentome foramoment? Thereisa special 


| order for to-morrow at twelve and a half o’clock, 
| and if he will therefore ask that this bill shall go 


over until the day after to-morrow, I shall have 
no objection. 

Mr. [VERSON. Very well; I will say the day 
after to-morrow. F 

Mr. STUART. This bill has been postponed 
for several weeks. It is many weeks since it was 
reported and printed, and laid upon the tables of 
the Senate, but it has been postponed until now. 
As I said before, while I am willing to grant to 
the Senator from Georgia indulgence to any extent 
which may be necessary, I cannot, on behalf of 
the committee, consent to the postponement of 
the bill on his mere suggestion. 

The question on the present amendment lies in 
anut-shell. It is simply whether the Senate will 


| service, unless where the person was in battle, or 





‘|| whether they will allow constructive service to be 


made up by parol evidence, by way of travel to 
or from the place where the delaat mess was 
rendered. There is notime necessary to consider 
that postponement. Therefore, and inasmuch as 
this bill has been postponed until now, and in- 
asmuch as public service connected with the 
duties of the Pension Office is very much affected 


| by it, (because every case that is now examined 


and suspended has to be reéxamined when this 
bill shall have been passed,) and inasmuch as the 
importunities are numerous and strong, both from 
gentlemen of the House of Representatives and 


rn : ys || of the Senate, as well as from our constituents 
sumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the con- | 


sideration of the House bill (H. R. No. 8) to} 
| amend the ‘*Act in addition to certain acts grant- 


generally, I feel it incumbent on me to press the 
consideration of the bill as rapidly asI can. For 
this reason, | must ask for a vote of the Senate 
on the motion to postpone. It will be seen that 
if the bill be postponed until the day after to- 
morrow, it will be necessarily postponed until 
next week, The business of the Senate which 
has been already blocked out will occupy the re- 
mainder of this week, so that if the bill be now 
postponed until the day after to-morrow, it is in 
effect a postponement until next week, which I 
should very much regret to see. 

Mr. IVERSON. 1 appealed to the indulgence 
of the Senate to postpone the bill until to-mor- 
row, not in relation to the amendment which I 
had the honor to propose yesterday, but I ex- 
pressly said that it was in reference to other 
amendments which the Committee on Public 
Lands have reported tothe original bill as itcame 
from the House of Representatives. I desire to 
scrutinize more closely than I have hitherto had 
an opportunity of doing, some of the amendments 
which the committee have reported—not the 
amendment which I have brought before the Sen- 
ate. Lam prepared to go on with the bill at once, 


(so far as that is concerned; but I discover, 00 
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Jooking at the printed bill this morning, some '| Mr.STUART. I hope Senators will give their || Printing. [do not think that any committee in 
oo = - 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





9, 


on amendments proposed by the committee which I || attention to this subject. As I have said, it has || this body should be called upon to perform the 
‘om. consider exceedingly obnoxious, and which ought || been here for weeks. I think it is abouta month | service proposed to be imposed by this resolu- 
| Not not to receive the sanction of this body. The || Sige this bill was reported by the Committee on tion, and I hope the Senator from Georgia on 
ne to amendments reported by the Committee on Pub- || Public Lands, and printed, and laid on Senators’ | reflection will withdraw his resolution. This 
as | lic Lands make the bill pretty extensive; they | tables; but if gentlemen will now give their atten- | document has already been ordered to be printed ‘| 
and cover a great deal of ground; and there are some || tion to the question, as they no doubt will, I |, in the House, if I understand the Senator cor- ; 
vhen of those amendments which Iam very sure the shall have to consent to these courtesies, and | rectly. Each Senator is entitled to one copy under 
time Senate has not looked into. : || yield to a postponement. I have no wish, how- | the order there made. Each member of the Sen- 
than The Senator from Michigan seems to object to ever, to defer it until F riday or Saturday, because | ate can then investigate the matter for himself; 
e to any reduction of time of service; fourteen days, || it is no manner of use to fix either of those days; | and if, upon investigation, he shall deem the fF 
lock he insists, shall be held on to as provided for in || and I therefore move that the bill be postponed sequen, of the document a matter of importance, 

the original law, and no parol evidence shall be || until Monday, at half past twelve o’clock. , re can submit his proposition to the Senate, and 
rant admissible to prove service more or less than four- | Mr. FooT. I hope it will be postponed until let it go to the Committee on Printing, together 
nnot teen days. Record evidence, the gentleman says, || Monday. It will be remembered that Friday, by || with such suggestions as may be the result of his 
The must be adhered to; and yet, strange to say, the || a previous motion, has alread y been assigned for || investigation. Ido not think sucha duty should 7 
Sity Committee on Public Lands, of which the gentle- || the consideration of private bills; and I hope that |, be imposed on any committee; and I hope it will : 
The man is a member, have reported an amendment || on next Friday we shall take up the Private Cal- |, not be imposed on the Committee on Commerce. 
are in this bill which removes the impediment as to | endar, and go through with it. ' Mr. I\ ERSON. I am willing to strike out 
hich sarol evidence in eee cases, and adheres to || The PRESIDENT. The question will then || ‘* the Committee on Commerce,’ as they seem 
tine it in all others. It authorizes parol evidence to || be on the motion to postpone until Monday, at | to be opposed to this investigation, and to insert 
heir Jam be admitted to prove the service of the Platts- |) half past twelve o’clock. ie the Committee on Printing.”” ; 
tion & burg volunteers, and some other volunteers in The motion was agreed to. || The PRESIDENT. The resolution will be b= 
d,| ia particular cases, and actually refuses to repeal the COMMERCIAL RELATIONS. so modified. 
that clause in relation to record evidence in regard to || Mr. IVERSON. I desire to offe Se rhe resolution, as modified, was considered by 
tor, all other services. o ag d i sk f vit ao aoe oo res _— ution; || unanimous consent, and agreed to. 
1 ie Mr. BENJAMIN. If the Senator from Georgia || and I ask for its present consid ration: LAND OFFICE REPORT. 

will permit me, 1 will make @ suggestion to my | Rewleed, That une Committe, on Ceamerce inte | Mr. STUART. I desire to submit a resolu- 
dul. friend from Mic gan. thin that we ha Senate, copies of the report of the State Department on tion which seems to be necessary, for the benefit 
Ost- better let this bill lie over. The Senator from || our commercial relations with all foreign countries: Pro- || of the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
In. Georgia will have tin his power to obtain the || vided, No extra expense of composition shall be incurred It is simply for the publication of a number of 

time which he desires, by moving a reconsidera- | thereby. copies of his annual report for his own use at 

. . ° rT ~ ‘ . 

s0r- tion after the passage of.the bill, even if it should || Mr.HAMLIN. I beg the Senator from Georgia his bureau, in accordance with the usual custom: 
cial be passed to-day. _. || to strike out ‘* the ( ommittee on ¢ ommerce, and Resolved, That five hundred copies of the report of the 
ck, Mr. STUART. Iam aware that this bill, like || insert ** the Committee on I rinting. Commmissioner of the General Land Office, with the ae- 
£0 any other, can be postponed beyond the exist- || Mr. IVERSON. I wish to give the reasons companying maps, be printed for the use of that offfee, said 
ave ence of this Congress under the rules of the Sen- || why I propose to commit the inquiry to the Com- pea ge phos mga to the usual number ordered for the 

ate. There is no doubt about that; but the Senator || mittee on Commerce. I understand that the State Ty , : a es ; sid bi ta aad 
lay from Vermont (Mr. Foor] explained the other || Department has made a very voluminous report || _ x ea Pomaee a ee 

, day, fully and completely, the object of the com- || to the House of Representatives on the subject ee a ae 
red mittee in proposing these amendments—soclearly, || of our commerce with oth®r nations, which is _ KANSAS LEGISLATURE. 
res that the wayfaring man could not help under- || said to be one of the most valuable documents The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
of standing it. || that ever emanated from any Department of the |} motion of Mr. Cass to print the memorial pre- 
w. The original law expressly provided, that per- || Government. I have not had the pleasure of || sented by him on the 7th of April, from persons 
to sons serving at the battles of Plattsburg, King’s || seeing, and therefore cannot speak personally in |; representing themselves as Senators and Repre- 
ent faa Mountain, and others which were speciallynamed, || relation to it. I believe the House of Represent- || sentatives in the General Assembly of the State 
of a should have bounty land whether they served four- || atives have ordered the printing of a large addi- || of Kansas, praying for the admission of Kansas 
of ; teen days or not, or whether there was any record || tional number—ten or twenty thousand copies— || as a State into the Confederacy upon an equal 
3 evidence or not. The Commissioner of Pensions | for the members of the House. It is now in || footing with the other States. 
in has decided that the provision requiring fourteen || process of printing, | understand, under that Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and nays; 
a days’ service does not apply to them; buthe has || order of the House. I propose that the Com- || and they were ordered. 
<3 decided that the record-evidence requirement does || mittee on Commerce shall look into the document || Mr. BUTLER. I have but a few remarks to 
ial apply. The committee consider the interpreta- || and determine whether it deserves the high en- || make in addition to those which I made on this 
or tion of the Department to be erroneous. Con- || comiums which have been passed upon it, and || subject the other day. To get the printing in the 
— gress declared in the law of 1855, that persons || whether it ought to be printed for the use of the || mode proposed by the Senator from Michigan, 
to engaged, in those special services should have || Senate or not; and, if so, whether extra copies || you have only to violate two rules of the Senate 
as bounty land, even if they had not served an hour, || should be printed. After the Committee on || —that is all. In the first place, this is not a pe- 
ler without regard to whether there was any record || Commerce shall have reported in favor of the || tition or a memorial falling within the description 
as of itor not. We shall be prepared, on behalf of || expediency of publishing it, the question will go || of other memorials or petitions, or having any of 
ne the committee, to explain to the Senator from || to the Committee on Printing, as a matter of || the sanctions by which they can come into this 
he Georgia, and to the Senate, all the action of the || course, to determine how many copies should be || body. The memorial comes here with no identity 
od committee as it may arise; but I must express || published. || of signature. None of the persons whose names 
od the hope that we shall have the benefit of the few || What I desire is, that the Committee on Com- || are signed to this document, can be made respons- 
is minutes which can be obtained between the Kan- || merce should investigate the document, and give || ible for it. The Senator himself cannot say that 
be sas question and the Navy question for consid- || us their judgment as to whether it is one deserv- || the names appended to this document are genuine 
m ering this proposition. These questions seem to || ing the commendation of an order to print it by || signatures. 
d be likely to crush us out from all other business. || the Senate. If they say it is such a documentas || Mr. CASS. I hope the Senator will allow me 
ts We have therefore adopted the plan of consid- || ought to be printed and distributed by the Senate, || to interrupt him? 
e ering this bill while we could, for half an houreach || the Committee on Printing of course will have || Mr. BUTLER. Certainly. 
. morning, and facilitating it as fast as possible. jurisdiction to decide the number of copies to be Mr. CASS. Since the subject was before the 
a I have no doubt that the committee will beable || printed. [ propose to restrict the printing in || Senate the other day, I have seen Colonel Lane, 
it to explain any objection which the Senator from |} such a manner as that an extra price shall not be || who handed me the petition. I told him of the 
“ Georgia may raise to the bill, so that the Senate || charged for composition, because the printing can || objection which had been made. He said he was 
il will be at liberty to adopt or reject our proposi- || be done as well by the printer for the House of || authorized to say, that it had been signed by the 
h tion. Weare not at all tenacious about it. We || Representatives as by the printer of the Senate, | persons whose namesare attached to it,and that 
“ are solicitous only to dispose of the question. || he having already done the composition. That | it isa genuine document. That is all I know 
7 As I have said, a postponement of the bill now || is a matter, however, for the Committee on Print- || about it. 
. is necessarily a postponement until next week. || ing to settle hereafter. This isamere resolution || Mr. BUTLER. I do not know that General 
[ I ask the Senate not to agree to that. || of inquiry, and I am not particular as to what | Lane, or Governor Lane, or whatever he is called, 
Mr. HALE. I hope the Senate will postpone || committee it shall be referred to. || has a right to come here vicariously and say any 

, this subject. It seems to me to be a courtesy || Mr. HAMLIN. I beg, then, that it may not || such thing. In the first place | do not know who 
ordinarily extended when a Senator asks for it. || go to the Committee on Commerce. I do not || he is. I do not know how he can pronounce his 

The Senator from Georgia has not often troubled || know that | should be willing to refer such a || voice in the Senate at all. If the Senator from 
; the Senate, and I, for one, hope that his request | proposition to any committee. 1 do not think it || Michigan himself will rise and say that these 
. will be acceded to, and that the bill will be post- || 1s the appropriate duty of any committee to ex- || names are genuine and were originally signed to 
, poned. While saying a word for him, [ wish || amine a document submitted to this body for the || another document, of Which this is a copy, even 
also to say a word for myself. I desire toexamine || purpose of reporting on the propriety or impro- || that would not reconcile me to violate a rule to 
the amendment. I am inclined to favor the prin- | priety of printing it. It is the appropriate duty accommodate Mr. Lane. Here is a paper intro- 
| ciple of his amendment, and I wish it to be post- || of the Committee on Printing to examine docu- | duced by Mr. Lane, of a character altogether 
poned in order to examine it. || ments for the purpose of estimating the cost of || arrogant in its language, purporting to come from 
, The PRESIDENT. The question is on post- | printing them. It is a question for the Senate to || the Senators and Representatives of the State of 









poning the further considesation of the subject 
until Friday, and making it the special order for 
that day, at half past twelve o’clock. 
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|| determine whether they will order this or that || Kansas! Now, sir, is there any such State as 
document printed; but the details of the cost and i Kansas? What right has Mr. Lane to use such 
the manner appropriately go to the Committee on |! language to the Senate of the United States, and 
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to come herewith « stereotyped affair—I hardly 
know what to call it—asking that we may gravely 
admit him on an equality as a Senator in this 
body by the admission of Kansas? 

Sir, there is agraver view of this subject. This 
paper has been sent here to be filed on your rec- 
ords, and itis placed there already, I suppose; and 
now we are asked, in violation of our own rules, 
to print the document. There isa rule upon this 
subject which I ask the Secretary to read. 

The Secretary read the following extract from 
the 34th rule, which provides for the appoint- 
ment of the standing committees: 

‘A Committee on Printing, to consist of three members, 
to whom shall be referred every question on the printing of 


documents, reports, or other matter transmitted by either 
of the Executive Departments, and all memorials, petitions, 


accompanying documents, together with all other matter, | 
the printing of which shall be moved, excepting bills origin- | 


ating in Congress, resolutions offered by any Senator, com 
munications from the Legislatures or conventions, lawfully 


called, of the respective States, and motions to print by | 


order of the standing committees of the Senate; and ex- 
cepting, also, messages and other communications from the 
President of the United States, and such reports and com- 
munications from the heads of Departments as may be 
made to Congress, or to the Senate, in obedience to law, 
erin answer to calls from the Senate.” 


Mr. BUTLER. Now, I have a right to ask | 


any Senator presenting a paper of this kind and 
moving that it be printed, to tell me to what class 
of cases mentioned in the rule is it referrable. It 
certainly is not a bill. It is not a resolution 
offered by the Senator from Michigan. It is not 
a report of one of the standing committees. It 


is ney not a resolution coming from one of | 


the State Legislatures. It is not the proceedings 
of a @nvention lawfully called and duly held 
within the borders of one of the States. It is 
surely not referrable to that class of communica- 
tions, which pass between the executive and 
legislative departmentsof thisGovernment. Then 
to what class does the gentleman choose to reduce 
it? [tis not a petition,and yet it is to be printed, 
on the motion of the Senator from Michigan, in 
violation of an express rule. We are to make 
a breach in the rules of the Senate, to let an 
intruder assert a right to a place in this Senate, 
to which he is not entitled, unless you adopt the 
acts of usurpation. The very worst form in 
which the rule can be violated is the mode now 
proposed. I shall content myself with protesting 
against it and bringing it to the view of the 


country. 1 do not believe in accommodating | 


masses of people in violation of rule. It may be, 


Sol Occident, and that the so-called State of Kan- 
sas is to loom up into the dignity of an empire 


under these auspices and by our assistance. It | 


may be that it will be a free State by these ap- 
pliances and agencies. I shall have no objection 
-to its coming here as a non-slaveholding, ora 


slaveholding State, if it comes in honestly at the 
right time, and does not climb over the wall, or 


under it. I want none of your creeping intruders | 
into the Senate of the United States—none of | 


your boisterous violations of constitutions and 
of right. I shall vote against this motion on 
every ground. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I have been 
always disposed to treat memorials and petitions 
coming to the Senate from any citizen of the 
United States alone, er jointly with other citizens, 
with entire respect. 
merely the Senate’s respect for itself, but the re- 
spect which we owe to the institutions of the 
country, require that this petition should not be 
received. 

Mr. BUTLER. It has been received; but I 
was not here at the time. 

Mr. MASON. I do not know what is the 


present stage of it, for 1 was not here when it was || 
presented. I understand that it has been offered, | 


and a motion has been made to print it. If it be 
in order, I move that the petition be not received. 
If that motion be not in order, we must dispose 
of it in some other way. 

The PRESIDENT. The memorial has been 
received, and the question is on printing it. 

Mr. MASON. 
move that it be ordered to lie on the table. The 
petition in its terms imports that certain residents, 
occupants of the pablic lands belonging to the 
whole country, in utter disre of the authority 
of the Congress of the United States, and in con- 
tempt of that authority, present themselves to 
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ut I really think that not | 


That being its condition, I shall | 


the Senate, claiming to be a separate and inde- 
pendent political community. I do not know 
what the contents of the petition are, for I have 
not read it; but the signers to it assert their cha- 
acter to be ‘* senators and representatives in the 
General Assembly of the State of Kansas, now 
in session.’’? Now, I submitto the Senate and to 
the country, that this is not a disrespect alone to 


the Senate, but it is adisrespect to the institutions | 


of the country; because they claim, in derogation 
of the laws of the land, to be a separate political 
community. I cannot vote to give it any coun- 
tenance whatever; and I therefore move that it 
lie on the table. 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the honorable Senator 
from Virginia allow me to say a word? 


Mr. MASON. I withdraw the motion for the | 


purpose of debate; but I take it for granted that 
the motion will be renewed. 

Mr. SEWARD. I wish to say a few words 
on this question. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I move that we proceed to 
the order of the day, if there is to be a discussion 
on this matter. 

The PRESIDENT. The hour for the special 
order having arrived, the Senate will now proceed 
to its consideration, unless otherwise ordered by 


the Senate. This subject must be postponed until || 


to-morrow morning. 


KANSAS AFFAIRS. 

'| The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
|| resumed the consideration of the bill (S. No 172) 
to authorize the people of the Territory of Kansas 
to form a constitution and State government, pre- 
paratory to theiradmission into the Union, when 
they have the requisite population. 

| Mr. SEWARD delivered an elaborate speech 
|in favor of the admission of Kansas under the 
| State constitution presented by the free-State 
| party of that ‘Terrifory. 
| found in the Appendix. ]} 


Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I desire to submit 


some remarks on this subject; but I understand 
| that there is one special order for to-morrow, 
indeed, two; and Friday is private bill day. 1 
| move, therefore, to postpone the further consid- 
}eration of the bill until Monday next, at one 
o’clock, and that it be the special order of the 
day for that hour. 

Mr.DOUGLAS. If the bill isto be postponed 
until that time, | desire to notify the Senate that 


™ || ! shall then feel it to be my duty to urge on the | 
sir, that the Sol Orient is to be preferred to the 


debate as steadily as | can, until we shall be able 
to obtain a vote upon the bill. [do not think it 
is necessary to consume the whole session in the 
discussion of a billof this kind. I do not mean 
to cut off the debate; but I wish to intimate to 
Senators, that after a while I shall feel compelled 


to ask for an understanding, fixing the time at | 


which a vote may be taken on the bill, and not 
have it postponed from week to week. 

Mr. BUTLER. What is the special order for 
to-morrow ? 


The PRESIDENT. The bill to amend an act 
|| entitled ** An act to promote the efficiency of the | 


| Navy;’’ and the resolutions of the Senator from 


|| Georgia, [Mr. Iverson,] in relation to the pro- || 


ceedings of the naval boards 


Mr. STUART. Are not the river and harbor 


| bills the special order prior to that subject? 
The PRESIDENT. The resolutions and bill 


stated by the Chair have been left among the un- || , 
|| been made the special order for Friday. 


|| finished business, and therefore, according to the 
rule of the Senate, have priority. 


1 
|| Mr. STUART. They have not been called || 


'up for many days. 


j 
| 
| 
| 


|| with those resolutions pending. 


Mr. STUART. But that was many days ago. 
The PRESIDENT. That is true; but the Sen- 
|}ate have taken up the business which has been 
|| under discussion to-day by a special vote. 


|| Mr. STUART. The understanding has been, | 


| that, so soon as the Senator from Missouri [Mr. 


Geyer] and the Senator from New York [Mr. | 


|| Sewarp] should have concluded their remarks on 
the Kansas question, the Senate would take u 

|| for consideration the river and harbor bills, which 

|| had been postponed for that purpose. I shall 

|| feel it my duty to-morrow to insist on bringing 
| that business before the Senate, unless the body, 
by a vote, shall otherwise order. 


The PRESIDENT. It will be in the power 


[The speech will be | 


| The PRESIDENT. The Senate adjourned | 
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| of the Senate, as a matter of course, to change the 


order of the various bills which are now specig| 

‘orders. The question now before the Senate a 
on the motion of the Senator from Alabama ty 
vostpone the further consideration of the bill untjj 
Monday next, and make it the special order for 
that day, at one o’clock. 

Mr. SUMNER. There are already two spp. 
cial orders for Monday next—one on the motion 
of the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Masow,} and 
the other on the motion of the Senator from Cali. 
fornia, [Mr. Wewver,] the latter relating to the 
Pacific railroad. 

| Mr. MASON. I am not sufficiently convers. 
ant with the rules of the Senate to know how 
the special orders stand in relation to each other, 
At my instance, the Senate, a few days since, 
made the report of the Committee on Foreien 
Relations, on a resolution offered by the Senator 


|, from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sumner, | in regard to 


the Danish Sound dues, the special order for Mon. 

day next. Will it come up as a matter of course 
/on that day, or will this proposed special order 
| take preference of it? 

The PRESIDENT. The first order for that 
day will take precedence unless there be unfip- 
ished business on which the Senate shall, in the 
mean while, have adjourned. 

Mr. MASON. If it will be equally agreeable 


to the Senator from Alabama, I would suggest to 


him to name Tuesday. 

Mr. CLAY. 1 have no objection to that. 

Mr. SUMNER. I think there is another spe. 
cial order for Tuesday. [Oh,no.}] Such is my 
impression. 

Mr. Cray’s motion was agreed to; and the fur- 
ther consideration of the subject was postponed 
until Tuesday next, and i the special order 
for one o’clock on that day. 


NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I have some reply to make 
to the remarks of the two Senators from Dela- 
ware on the question of the action of the naval 
board. The Senate has not usually been in the 
habit of sitting on Friday, and I hope it will ex- 
tend to me the courtesy of sitting on next Friday, 
for the purpose of allowing me to answer those 
gentlemen. IT shall not be able to be in the Cham 
ber to-morrow; and I therefore desire, to give 
notice now, if it is contemplated to adjourn over 
from to-morrow until Monday, that I desire to 
submit some remarks on Friday, and | hope, 
therefore, that the Senate will sit on that day. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will inform the honora- 
ble Senator from Texas that it was pretty well 
understood amongst us all during this morning 
that Friday next should be appropriated to pri- 
vate business. We have not yet devoted a single 
day of the session to that business; and it was 
understood, during the morning hour to-day, that 
we should meet on Friday, as we have done for 
| the last two or three weeks, and should appro- 
| priate that day tothe consideration of private bills. 

For myself, t shall, with great pleasure, consent 

to sit on Saturday, to hear the honorable Senator 
from Texas on the subject of the action of the 
naval board. 


Mr. HOUSTON, 


If the Senate will agree to 


sit on Saturday, I shall have no objection. That. 


will enable me to accomplish my purpose. 
| Mr. FOOT. I desire also to suggest to the 
| Senator from Texas that private bills have already 
| hope 
no other business will intrude on the attention of 
the Senate to the exclusion of the Private Calen- 
| daronthatday. lamentirely willing, asa mem- 
ber of the body, to sit on Saturday, and listen, 
with interest, as I always ‘do, to the honorable 
Senator from Texas. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I thank the gentleman. If 
gentlemen have committee business to attend to 
on Saturday, which will prevent their being pres- 
ent, I shall not require their attendance. If, how- 
ever, the Senate will agree to sit on Saturday, it 
would be a great accommodation, as it would 

| afford me an opportunity to submit my reply on 
the question of the naval board. I[ cannot be in 
the Senate to-morrow, as there is some business 
which will require my presence elsewhere, and 
therefore I desire to have it understood that I 
shall have the floor on Saturday. 


On motion by Mr. STUART, the Senate ad- 
journed. 
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he Hot ‘SE OF REPRESE NTAT IVES. | Mr. M AC E: 1 propose, Mr. C baivenen, to I of engraving, in respect to thesurveysof ther utes 
lal . Wepxespay, -fpril 9, 1856. oth r some remarks with reference to the nine- || for this road, there a are specimens of both upon 
13 i ee ee | a tie teenth amendment of the Senate. That amend- |} the ¢ Clerk’ s desk, which can be examined. 

to The House met at twelve 0 ¢! ne Prayer |) ment provides for engraving the maps and draw- I hold, sir, that as we have made important sur- 
til by the Ch plain, Rev. Dante. Watpo. ings accompanying the reports of the explorations || veys, with the view of determining the practical 
or Th , Journal of yesterday was read and approve d. | and sur -veys to determine the route for the Pacific utility of the several railroad routes from the valley 
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER, by general consent, laid | 


DCe 


favre the House a message from the President of 
she United States, transmitting, incompliance with 
a resolution of the House, a report from the See- 
retary of State on the su! hye ct of the correspond- 


enee between this Government and that ef Great 


Pritain touching the Clayton and Bulwer con- 
vention; which was laid upon the table, and or- 
dered to be print d. 

Also, a letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, i reply to a resolution of the House of 
Reoresentatives, relative to the adequacy of the 
Cleveland custom-house, recommending an addi- 
tion to the building authorized, and an appropri- 
: , on ) Yr. 
ation therefor; which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed, 


Also, acommunication from the Secretary of 
. . ‘ r t] 
the Interior, tran smiitul ng a statement of tne 
balances of appropriations on the nonne of the 
Second Compitro ler of the Treasury; which was 
_— be table. and ee eee stent 
laid upon the tabic, and oracrea to ve ssaiadl, 


PAY OF PENSION AGENTS. 

Mr. OLIVER, of New York, by 
consent, reported back from the Cor 
Invalid Pensions a bill making prov 
rents for paying pens 


time and manner of 


unanimous 


nmittee on 


ions, and pre- 


compensate as 
1 





scribing the settling their 
accounts, and moved that it be referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
Mr. JON ES, of Tennessee. It seems to me 
that the bill clearly general in its provision, 
Q at all seeaitain to private claims. 
If S vribe a general law for the payment 
of ions by pension agents, it is one not for 
a Committee of the Whole House, but for the 
Committee of the Whole on thestate of the Union; 


and | move that it have that reference. 

Mr. OLIVER. lL have no objection to the ref- 
erence proposed by the gentleman from Tennes- 
gee, ad accept it asa modi fication of my 
motion, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ORR. 
S nate 


Debate on the amendments of the 

to the deficiency bill, under a resolution 
of the House, closes is Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union at one o’clock to-day. 
The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Suortsr] 
has the floor. He will have, even now, less than 


islons ta! 


| 
jy own 


railroad. 
tee 18 


The true question before the commit- 
the propriety, necessity, and utility of 
having engrave 1d those maps and charts. Int 

debate on a former oceasion it was assumed by 
genutlemen in ret of the Pacific railroad, that 
those Who oppose dan appropriation for engrav- 
ing were necessarily opposed to the construction 


of this road. Now, sir, I apprehend that [am 
as much in favor of a Pacific railroad, as ary 
ventieman on this floor; and 1 submit that, if 


Congress should refuse an appropriation for the 
purpose of making maps and engravings, that 
fact would not 
construction of this road. 

i state the fact, which will not be controverted, 
that there has never been a State in this Union 
engaged in the construction of a railroad—that 
there never has been an individual company en- 
gaged in the construction of a railroad, which has 
required that maps and charts should accompany 
the report made by the engineer. 

Now, what do we want? We desire that a 
road shall be surveyed; we want the practicability 
of that road demonstrate dby letters and not by pic- 
tures. Of what avail isit toshow thatin acertain 
Pp ie of the route, on the rightis a mountain, on 
the left a valiey,and that ina partic ular locality 
thereis a stream? Itamountsto nothing. All we 
want is agood survey of the route. We desire that 
the engineer shall state the length of the route, its 
termini, and the practicability of constructing a 
road over it; and we want it done in writing, and 
not by means of picture s. it may be very well 
to state the climate, the nature of the soil, &c., 
tlfe amount of snow, if you ple ase, and what por- 
tion of the route passes through a sterile desert, 
but notin pictures. It may be very well to illus- 
trate books designed for the amusement of chil- 
dren with pictures. It may be very entertaining 
to a boy to look over pictures ina book. It may 
be very proper to illustrate Mother Goose, and 
boaks of that character, with pictures that will 

captivate the minds of children; but the idea of 


entering upon a system of engraving for the pur- | 


pose of enabling the Congress of the United States, 
by a pictorial process, to determine the practica- 


bility of constructing a railroad from some point | 


in the Mississippi vall y to the Pacific ocean, is, 
to my mind, simply ridiculous. 

Now, sir, the appropriation that is proposed 
amounts to some $49,UUU; but this is but the enter- 


ling wedge of a system of engraving that no one 


examination of the 
there are 


them to a great extent; but nevertheless, 
as the 


militate in the least against the |} and the altitude of the country, you can havea 


of the Mississippi to the Pacific ocean, if the maps 
that are to 


accompany these surveys are to be 


printed at all, the y ought to be printed in a he und- 
some 


and good style. You will pereeive, by an 
maps of surveys, that 


firures down upon the engraved one, 


‘ 
these 


along the line of the survey, indicating the alti- 
tude of the country, and — ing the character 
of the country 


through hich the routes pass, 
You must refer to the text for an « xplanat ion of 
so far 
ranges of the mountains are concerned, 
better representation upon maps proper ly en- 
graved, than you can have by those which have 
been lithographed. 

‘Then, sir, | take it, that having made these 
surveys, if you are to continue the publication of 
them, they ought io be well executed, and the 
maps should be properly engraved and printed, 
for the purpose of giving the best information 
that can be furnished to the people of 
try who desire to investigate the 


the coun- 
subject, and to 


enable such of them as may be willing to male 


some proposition to the Government looking to 
the construction of this road. 

I do not concur in the opinion which was ad- 
vanced the other day, that those who vote for 
this amendment of the Senate, necessarily cor- 
mit themselves to sanctioning the construction 
of this work by the Government. Why, sir, 
we order various documents to be  apragen We 
print executive documents, in reply to any reso- 
lution that either House may adap , but does any 
gentleman suppose, when he votes to have \ 
documents printed, that he 


these 


commits himself to 


the recommendations contained inthem? By no 
means. He-only does it that the information 
may be spre ad before the country. He desires 


himself to investigate the subject, and votes to 
print in order that he may have the means of 
making that investigation within his reach, that 
he may be able to arrive at a correct result. 
Then, Mr. Chairman, I am in hopes this com- 
mittee will concur in the amendment of the Senate, 
as it comes tous from that body. There has been 
considerable discussion upon the amendment, in- 
volving the whole sub ject of the public prinung, 
and the whole subject of engraving, and much 
valuable information has been eli sited, I am 
informed, in on to the drawings and maps 


propose d to be published ; that there is nothing 


an hour for his speech. I move that the House || can tell where it will end, without the least practi- || in them, illustrative of anything, except what is 
3 resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole || calutility. I venture to say that not one member directly connected with the surve ys s themselv¢ e853 
t on the state of the Union, that he may have as || of the House would take up the report of the | and upon this subject, I ain willing to trust the 
f much time as there may be left. engineer, and de rive any intelligent idea as to the || Secre tary of War. I understand that Captain 
: The motion was agreed to. || practicability of the route in consequence of any || Humphreys, who had charge of the making of 
; DEFICIENCY BILL. || pictures of the face of thec ountry cecal which these surve ys, has these reports in charge, and 
t ’ . the route passes. #Why, sir, look at the engrav- || I do not believe he will recommend any maps or 
1 The House accordingly resolved itself into the ings in the agricultural part of the Patent Office || engravings to the Secretary of War, for publica- 
} Committee of the W hole on the state of the report! The re 18 a picture of the Chinese yam, \| tion, unless he believes them to be useful, and 
Union, (Mr. STANTON In tie chair,) and resum d | that shows you the size and shi ape, but nothing || necessary for conveying the proper information 
the consideration of the amendments of the Sen- |, of the flavor of the ninlaies and so, sir, ®f this \| to the country. 
Le ate to me bill of the House (No. 68) to supply | whole system of engraving in connection with || Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Chairman, of all the 
def icies in the ap propriat ions for the ser vie © |) every public document that is ordered to be | yropositions submitted to this House since | have 
of the fise al yeor ( ending 30th of June, 1556. printed. There is no practical utility whatever, | Lask a member of it, | must say that this amend- 
Mr. SHORTE R, who was entitled to the floor, || and it involves the expenditure of a large amount || ment of the Senate is to me the wildest, and the 
| eddresse d the committee for one hour. His 


of mone y- if you are to initiate this system of | 
engraving by ordering it to be done for this report \ 
of the Pacific railroad survey, instead of ending || 
with the $49,200 which it is now proposed to || to engrave something permanent, and which may 
appropriate, | venture to say the expense will not | be useful forever; but a mere temporary feeling 
stop shortof halfa million of dollars# As I have |) of the pulse, to decide where a Pacific railroad 
said, there is no practical utility in it; and I trust || could go. In a few years this will be disregarded 
the whole item of appropriation will be stricken || and some other route taken, and for whose use 
out, are these engravings to be made? Who is to 
Mr. PHELPS. As the discussion has been || read andexaminethem? If we send them abroad 
= exhausted upon the pending amendments, I re- || .among the people, what lightdo they afford? To 
PK tae Hyd ae a the maps -_ _— g fc. |) quest the gentleman from Texas to withdraw his || be sure they will find in the works very fine 
te rmine a Pac ific ralteund rout +, $49.2 Wor so much thereof amendment, and I will renew it. looking maps; but what of that? ‘I hey throw 
as may be necessary: and the aaid maps and drawings Mr. EVANS withdrew his amendment. no light on any subject. The makers of the 
siall be engraved utider the directiou of the Secretary of Mr. PHELPS. 1 renew the amendment of || road will not go by them. When they are con- 
War. the Senator from Texas. I do it for the purpose || structing the road the y will go according to their 
P. — which amendment the gentleman from | of enabling me to explain the nature of the amend- || own surveys and examinations. 

New York [Mr. Fracrer] had moved to amend || ment of the Senate, which is now under consid- It is proposed that we shall go intoa system 
by striking out all afier the word “necessary,’’ | eration. And I will preface what I propose to || of engraving on a very large scale—that we shall 
ine luding the words proposed to be changed by Say, by the remark, that if any gentleman wishes have illustrations in various colors, to be executed 
the gentleman from Texas. ‘' to compare the process of lithographing with that |) at great expense because they will look well, and 


widest of the true mark. We are asked to incur 
the great expense of $50,000 to engrave—what? 
Why, « mere experimental tracing of lines. Not 


peech is withheld for revision, and will be pub- 
she din the Aj ppe ndix. 

The hour for the closing of general debs ate on 
the deficiency bill having arrived, the Chairman 
stated the question to be on the ‘amendme nt of- 
fered by the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. Ey ANS] 
to strike outthe words, *‘ to thes: satisfaction,’ * in 
the Senate’s nineteenth ‘amendme nts and insert, in 
lieu thereof, ‘* under the direction;’’ so as to make 
it read as follows: 


expl wrarions i 
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please the people to have them. But, Mr. Chair- 
man, how many of our constituents are so igno- 
rant as not to know that to go on with this sys- 
tem, is an abuse of our privilege? Very few, 
indeed, I take it, compared with the entire popu- 
lation; and those who would get these engravings 
would prefer, if they could secretly have their 
choice, ten per cent. of the cost. Besides, the dis- 
tribution of these things clogs the legitimate bus- 
iness and takes up half the time of members of 
Congress. [ intend to introduce a bill, if nobody 
else does, to constitute town libraries, or clerks, 
to receive all the books to be used as a public 
library by the people. They can see what they 
are, and being sent directly to the clerks, the dis- 
tribution of the works will not consume our time. 
This should have been done long ago. We should 
have them distributed just as the statutes are 
sent all over the country. It has got to be a sys- 
tem of electioneering and a corruption fund—of- 
fending one half the people and employing the 
other. 

I shall vote to decrease this book-fund in every 
possible way. I am opposed to appropriations 
of large sums of money for speculative things 
which will be out of date and of no use in a very 
short time. What will become of them when 
the road is completed? Nobody pretends that 
they are to be of any use except for six or eight 

ears. Then they will be good for nothing. 

Vhen we make engravings, I would have them | 
as De Witt Clinton’s name is engraved by the 
Erie canul—upon the surface of the country. Let 
us, when we ie engrave, engrave something that 
will last forever. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Puewrs’s 
amendment was rejected. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
the appropriation to $200. 

Mr. PHELPS. 


I move to reduce 


The gentleman from New York [Mr. panne 
moved to strike out the words ‘‘and the sai 
maps and drawings shall be engraved to the sat- 
isfaction of the Secretary of War.’’ When the 
question is taken on that ainendment, the gentle- || 
man from Virginiacan make his motion to reduce 
the appropriation and speak to the general sub- | 
ect. 

Mr. SMITH. Let the question be taken then. 
The question was taken; and Mr. FLaGier’s 
amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move to reduce | 
the appropriation to $200. The committee will | 
observe that I strike out the entire amendment of | 
the Senate. It is an amendment of the most 
extraordinary character; and | was happy to hear 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. ey 
earnestly oppose it—a thing, | confess, which 
did not expect from that quarter. 

If we commence here, where, Mr. Chairman, is | 
this system to end? On looking at the bill, I see | 


| tions of public expenditures. 


| the engraving of the maps necessary to illustrate 
the various routes discussed in the letter-press of || 
| the work. It is alarge amount, but the 


this amendment goes only to the dispensing with || one Congress receive one volume of this work, 


| should, in all cases, accompany the works, in | 


| gentleman if it will not be in sufficient time to 
| order these maps to be engraved when the route 
| is determined upon? 


| which we have nothing whatever to do; and it | 
is a question which would have properly been || 
asked in the House of Representatives when they || 


There is an amendment on || 
which the question will, | hope, be first taken. |) 


| to a work already ordered to be printed by the | 





that there is an amendment appropriating, for the 
completion of the engraving ordered by the second | 
session of the Thirty-Third Congress, the sum of 
$150,000. A little further there isan appropriation | 
of $19,000 for the engraving purposes of this Con- 
gress, and now we have under consideration an | 
appropriation of $49,200 for engraving surveys 
across the continent, which will not be worth the 
paper on which they will be printed. I learn from | 
a gentleman, whose sagacity is well known here, 
and who never blunders in matters of this kind, | 
that they were made without any authority. But | 
of what use are they to be? And is this all the 
expense? If we appropriate this $49,200, I wil | 
vouch for it that it will be but the beginning of 
appropriations. And of what use is it? hat 
benefit will be derived from it? The gentleman | 
from New York has allowed that it will live six | 
or seven years. It willnot livetwo. It will not | 
be worth the paper on which it is printed, as I | 
have already said. I hope the committee will 
not sanction it—that it willbe voted down. We | 
have now $220,000 asked for in this deficiency bill | 
for engraving. There is no telling where it is to | 
end. In fact, if we appropriate this $49,200, we | 
cannot tell what amounts for the same purpose 
will be hereafter asked for. Every kind o ex- | 
penditure will be forced on the public for the pur- | 
pose of getting these jobs. 
This 1s a deficiency bill—a bill which has only || 





had an existence within a few years past. I war | 
on deficiencies. I sct my face against them, 
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us with 


priations is eminently at war with all correct no- 
Mr. NICHOLS. It is well that the committee || 


should understand precisely what effect the defeat 


engraving. ‘This amendment provides simply for | 


the engraving of the maps which are to accom- 


of the work itself. Now, then, if the publication 
of this work is to go on, and is to be concluded, 


| | think it would be unjust to the officers who have | 
| the work in charge to send it out to the public | 


| except in continuous cases. These expenditures || benefit in connection with the general co 
| ought to be estimated for; and the Committee of || 
| Ways and Means, when they ask for anerepen 
| tions to carry them out, ouglit to furnish 

| the information of what the jobs can be finished 
for. I hold that this system of indefinite appro- || graphical features, and general remarks suggested 
'| by the person who wrote it. The succeeding 


efeat of \| 


| pany the work, and attaches to no other branch || 


ncerng 
of the country. 
As I understand it, one volume of this book 


| has already been published. That volume cop. 
| tains descriptions of the country, and its geo. 


volumes, of which there are to be two or more. 
. ° . ’ 
are to contain map illustrations and the surveys 


| of the engineers. 
| of this amendment will have. I made some state- |! 
| ments the other day in reference to this matter of || 


Now, in reference to the importance of this 
Rem Fo so far as information to the people at 
arge is concerned, it seems to me that the map. 


|| ner in which it is published precludes the ordj. 


nary mode of distribution to the people, ang 
thereby fails to meet that = Members of 


and either are not entitled to receive the subse. 
quent volumes, or, if entitled to receive them, 


| have not the opportunity of distributing them, 
|The members of a subsequent Congress receive 


without the illustrations by the maps which they || 


desire to have published. 
As to the remarks made by the gentleman from 


tion of works of this character, the estimates 


order that the House may be enabled to act intel- 


| ligibly whenever it comes to consider the propri- || 
| ety of the eet 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would ask the 


Mr. NICHOLS. 


That is a question with 


ordered the work to be published. 





It should have been asked then, and the House |! 
should have decided it upon the vote they gave || 
|} upon the motion to print. 


So far as the main | 


to do with it. We are consulting in reference | 
authority of this House, all parts of which are in | 
progress now; and the only question to be determ- 
ined now in reference to that work is, shall it 
be accompanied by the map illustrations? 

Now, one word more in reference to some 
remarks made by the gentleman from Missouri, 
{[Mr. Pueips.] The engraving of these maps, | 
understand, is a matter of special solicitude with 
the War Department. The officers having them | 
in charge have devoted a great deal of time and | 
labor in their preparation. I believe it is the 
opinion of the Department that, if the publication 
of the maps is refused now, injustice will be done 
to the work in all its branches; and that the re- 
sult intended to be arrived at by the survey itself, 
ordered by Congress, and intended to be arrived 
at by the order maa to priht this work, will be 
measurably defeated. 

As the matter now stands, I am prepared to 
vote for this Senate amendment, and I hope that, 
if it be sustained, there will be more careful action 
hereafter in regard to the publication of works of 
this character. As to the engraving ordered by 
this House, there has none been ordered of an 
expensive character, and no orders to print have 
been made which have not been founded upon 
proper information br@ught before the printing 
committee as to the expense, where it could be 
arrived at. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Smitn’s 
amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I move to amend 
in lines sixty and sixty-one by inserting **$4,000,”” 
in lieu of ** $49,200.”’ 

As I understand the history of this railroad 
report, it was called for by the House with refer- 
ence to the probability that Congress would au- 
thorize the construction of some railroad to the 
Pacific. It is consequently important in two 
respects, in connection with that project: In one 
respect, that it may, when published, inform the 
»eople of the country in reference to the practica- 
»ility and importance of that route; and in another, 
that, by the surveys made, it may inform the 
proper Department, so as to enable them to derive 





the remaining portion of the work, and not the 
first volume, and, consequently, the ordinary 
channel of distribution to the country is done 
away with, or voided, by the manner in which 


| the publication has been got up. 
| Virginia, I fully concur with him in the opinion, || 
| that, whenever orders are made for the publica- 


Now, sir, it seems to me that, so far as the 
engraving of the routes may be of importance to 


| the Department, or so far as they may be im- 


portant to Congress hereafter, when they come to 


| act upon the question of the construction of a rail- 


road to the Pacific, these surveys, in their pres- 
ent condition, deposited in the War Department, 


| Will be equally efficient for all the actual needs of 

| that Department as if they were engraved. They 

| can, at + moment, be used by Congress, when 
1 


| the time s 


all arrive for their use, either as they 


| now stand, or upon an order to engrave them. 


| sented to this House, I shall vote for it. Is 
| vote for it without much reference to its cost, and 


It seems to me, then, that this offers a fair 
occasion to put a stop to an expenditure which 
has grown “P so enormously of late, in connec- 
tion with publications of this character. I am 
one of those who believe there is equally wisdom 


| and folly in economy. I believe it is easier to be 


| foolish in the matter of nn of the public 
question is concerned, the question whether or || ‘ 


| not the road shall ever be built, we have nothing | 


money than it is to be wise; and, so far as my 
vote 1s concerned, whenever the matter of the 
publication of any map which conveys solid and 
useful information, or which tends in any degree 
to develop the resources of the country, is - 

val 


| with reference only to its importance to the peo- 


| tate men arise from the 


| history of the continent. The 





| ple. But it seems to me that this is a large item 
| to be called for under circumstances where its 
| expenditure does no immediate and no practical 
| good; and, therefore, I shall, without any hesita- 
| tion, vote against it. 


Mr. RITCHIE. I want to say, in reference to 
one of the objections mentioned by the gentle- 
man from Maryland, that a large number of the 
members of this House, were also members of 


| the last Congress; and, besides, books to which 


old members are entitled can easil 
to them by their successors, and distributed by 
them. I have a word to say in regard to the 
engravings of the maps and charts, and that is, 
that these engravings are to be not of temporary 
but of permanent and increasing value. We 
know that maps everywhere throughout the earth 


y be franked 


|increase in value in proportion to their age. 


Many of the most important questions that agi- 
nt of settled statis- 
tical facts. I do think, therefore, that these maps 
ought to be well engraved. I think that the cost 
of doing so is but of little importance. I believe 
that, five hundred years from this time, copies of 
these maps, if preserved, will be of much greater 
value than any of the highest estimates amount 
to. They furnish a sort of starting point for the 
furnish a com- 
plete comparison between different periods of 
time, and in that respect are extremely valuable. 


| I do think that the appropriation asked for is not 


large in comparison with the importance of the 
subject on hand. I think, moreover, that the 
engravings ought to be executed in such a man- 
ner as to be satisfactory to the Secretary of War. 
They ought to be under his direction, in order 
that the officers who made the surveys may be 
able to see that the engraver obeys his orders 
with respect to them. I do think that to place 
the superintendence of the engraving in the hands 
of any other person than the Secretary of War, 
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-ould be as absurd as to say that the man who 
composed a speech should not have the privilege 
cf revising the work of the compositor who puts 
jtin type. | 

The question was taken on Mr. 
amendment, and it was rejected. 


Mr. WHITNEY. I propose to amend the 


= 


Harris’s 


| 
| 
| 
| 


amendment by adding to the clause the following | 


words: 
Provided, That the whole work shall not exceed three 
volumes, similar to the one already published, and that the 


> 


publication shall be completed in one year. 


J do not intend, Mr. Chairman, like the hon- 
orable gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Coss,] to 
make an assault upon the system of book-pub- 
lishing by the Congress of the United States. I 
believe that the Government of this country has 
conferred a great benefit upon the civilized world 
by its researches and publications. I am fully 
aware, nevertheless, that much money has been 
uselessly squandered on these publications, and 
that many works have been printed and distributed 
which were not worth the cost of the paper on 
which they were printed. This work I regard as 
a temporary affair from first to last. The Gov- 
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of yeconnoiseances and surveys. This, with the || Mr. PHELPS. Oh no. 


expenditures made by the different corps of sur- || r I ‘ bis ' 
veyors, for travel, instruments, &c.,—expenses || from New York for the information. 
| want is reliable 
| guess. 


which cannot have been small—would swell the 
cost of this initiatory movement to’ nearly a mil- 
lion of dollars. And yet not one practical engi- | 
neer can sit down now, with all the lights before 
him derived from these surveys and reconnois- 
sances, and say whether this particular route or 
any particular route ought to va selected. And 
so, notwithstanding the expenditure of these 
enormous sums of money, nothing useful has 
been produced. It is time to put a stop to it. I 
am for putting a stop to it right here now. Any 
information that is contained in the reports made 
by these gentlemen can be accessible to those who 


make future surveys, almost as well by reference | 


to the. manuscripts and copies of the important 


| portions of them, as it would be by the printing of 
| these reports. Why, if these gentlemen swell the 


reports of these surveys into five orsix huge quarto 
volumes, of what possible utility can it be? They 


seem to have considered themselves charged with | 


“some special important interest connected with 


a suitable route for a railroad to the Pacific, and || 


employed qualified persons to make such survey. 
The object of it was not to give information of a 
scientific character to the world, but to ascertain, 
for practical and immediate purposes, which 
would be the best route to unite our Pacific coast 
with the Atlantic by a railroad. The report of 
that survey is well enough in itself; but a report 
of it, covering five quarto volumes, at a cost of 
over halfa million of dollars, is utterly uncalled for. 
The scientific portion of that report, and all that 
is valuable to society and to Government, could 
have been embraced—engravings and all—within 
the compass of three volumes—of two perhaps, 
if the work had been started properly, but cer- 
tainly within the compass of three volumes, as 
proposed in my amendment. And as the chair- 
man of the Committee on Printing has informed 
this House, that no contracts have been made 
beyond the first volume—or to that effect—and 
that contracts for engraving have not yet been 
made, it occurs to me that the work may still be 
contracted within reasonable limits, so as to con- 
vey all the information that is of a useful nature, 
and save to the country perhaps a quarter of a 
million of dollars. 1 offer thisamendment in good 
faith, and not for the sake of making a speech. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I wish to say one 
word about this amendment, in connection with 
what I conteive to be the subject embraced in the 
whole section or paragraph. As the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Mace] remarked, it might be 
supposed that those who will not favor the ex- 
penditure contemplated by this paragraph, are 
opposed to any action to facilitate, the construc- 
tion of the Pacific railroad, [ wish to say that, 
while I shall oppose the whole appropriation con- 
templated by this paragraph, [ intend that my 
action in that regard shall carry with it no such 
meaning. ‘There are some facts connected with 
the statement made the other day by the chair- 
man of the Printing Committee, which cannot 
but be borne in mind by every member of the 
House. The statement was, that when these 
reports were first submitted, an estimate was 
made of the expenses of printing. That estimate 
was based upon the reports then presented. After 
it was made, those who had charge of the prep- 
aration of these reports withdrew them, saying 
that that was only a portion of them 
Mr. NICHOLS, (interrupting.) The gentle- 
man is mistaken. [I alluded to that circumstance 
as a simple illustration of the system; but it had 
reference to a different work—a book ordered 
during this Congress. 
Mr. HARRIS. Iam very glad to be corrected. 
I wish I could be corrected so far as to withdraw 
the whole statement, that any officer of this Gov- 





ernment acted in the manner indicated by the | 
remarks of the gentleman the otherday. I think, | 


however, that it is time to put some sort of a curb 


| their personal history. Each one of them seemed 
ernment very appropriately resolved to survey || 


to consider himself a sort of Xenophon writing 
an Anabasis of his march across the mountains to 
the Pacific, and they embody them in long reports 
to be submitted to Congress, and by them ordered 


| to be printed, accompanied not by mere plats of 
| the surveys alone, but by maps, engravings, and 


fancy sketches. Sir, | am opposed to this whole 


| thing; and I am for limiting the expenditures 


for this printing in such a way as that the work 
shall commend itself to the good judgment of the 
country, instead of producing a revulsion of feel- 


| ing by the enormous expenses attending the pub- 


| viceable. 


lication of the reports of these preliminary sur- 
veys. Now is the time to begin, and I am for 
beginning here. 
relating to the subject will be stricken out. 

Mr. FLAGLER. 1 move the following asa 
substitute for the amendment of the gentleman 


pending: 


And that the Secretary of War be requested to revise | 
said reports and explorations, which are not yet printed | 


and engraved, and that he be authorized to omit therefrom 
all narrative of personal adventure and such other matter as 
in his opinion may not be necessary and proper in determ 
ining the question of the Pacific railroad route. 

Mr. Chairman, I offer this amendment, not as 
a peg upon which to hang a speech, but as an 
amendment which I am me hati might be ser- 
I think the objection which has been 
made to the printing and engraving of the maps 
and drawings accompanying these surveys, is not 
well taken. I think that the most valuable por- 
tion of the work. 
been instituted between surveys of railroad routes 
in the States, and in thickly-settled communities, 
does not apply to this work, which relates to a 
section of country wholly unknown, and of which 
we cannot otherwise have any definite informa- 
tion. 
letter-press of these reports is likely to swell to 
the extent of six quarto volumes. 


| persuaded that there is no real necessity for this 


large extent of letter-press printing in this work; 
and as we are advised that a considerable por- 
tion of these reports has not yet been submitted 


The comparison which has | 


On the other hand, we are told that the | 


I am well 


I hope the whole paragraph | 


r , x : : } 
from New York, [Mr. Wuirney,} which is now 


to the Secretary of War, | thought that some such | 


amendment as I have sent to the Chair, giving 
the Secretary authority to revise and curtail them, 
as in his judgment might seem proper, would 
better meet the wishes of the House than the 
amendment which my colleague [Mr. Wutrwey] 
has proposed. I trust the amendment will meet 


| the sanction of the committee and of the House. 


Mr. HAVEN. 


| say anything upon the general subject of this 


on this expenditure. Those of us who do favor || 
the construction of a railroad to the Pacific must 


bear in mind, that if this enormous system of 


expenditure be tolerated, it will bring the whole | 
thing into contempt. It is proposed here that the || 
Very initiatory movement for-this road is to cost || 


about half a million of dollars, in the publication || $230,000. 


amendment, but I would like to Know if any 
member of the Committee on Printing can tell 
the House on his responsibility as a committee 
man, anything gp to the expense of this engrav- 
ing end printing? Can they tell whether this 
appropriation*of $49,200 will begin, or half pay 
for, or complete thisengraving? Various gentle- 
men have told ug what they have heard and what 


| they have understood, but if any gentleman has 
| any responsible information upon the subject, I 


should be glad to hear it. 
Mr. WHITNEY. Why, it is admitted that 
this whole engraving will not cost less than 


I do not know that I desire to | 


BE. 
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Mr. HAVEN. Iam obliged to the gentleman 
What I 
information. Everybody can 
I myself could venture a guess as to the 
cost of this engraving and printing, and I should 
guess perhaps a little higher than the point named 
by my colleague; but what I want to know is, 
whether anybody has any responsible informa- 
tion by which we can arrive at any approximate 
result. I should be glad to know tt. 

Mr. PHELPS. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from o York, and upon 
it | desire to say a few words in reply to the 
allusion of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
Harris,] in respect to curtailing narratives of 
personal adventure, &c. It is true that the vol- 
ume which has already been published, contain- 
ing the report of the exploration of the northern 
route, made by Governor Stevens, abounds in 
personal narratives of his perigrinations among 
the Indian tribes; but I have examined some of 
the other reports, and they are confined to de- 
scriptions of the country over which the surveys 
were made; giving an account of the surveys, of 
the mountain passes, of the streams, of the na- 
ture of the soil, and its adaptation to the pur- 
poses of cultivation. 

Now, sir, the House has ordered the printing 
of those reports. ‘The volume which has already 
been printed relates to the survey made by Gov- 
ernor Stevens of the northern route, from St. 
Paul’s, in Minnesota Territory, to Puget’s Sound. 
You have published this report in full, and I ask 
you whether you would not be doing injustice to 
the other sections of the country by refusing to 
publish, or by publishing in an abridged form, 
the reports of the other engineers of more south- 
erly routes for a Pacific railroad? One of the 
other routes is from Independence, Missouri, via 


|| Coochatopee, t® San Francisco; another is from 
| Fort Smith, Arkansas, via Albuquerque, to San 


Pedro; the other is upon the Gila river, upon the 
southern boundary of the Territory of New 
Mexico, via the Great Salt Lake, to the Pacific. 

And now, sir, in reference to the publication of 
these maps, | desire to say to gentlemen who are 
disposed to so much economy, that they were 
silent when the House ordered the publication of 
the maps of the explorations made-tn Chili and 
Japan, and of drawings illustrating the natural 
history of those foreign countries; and yet, sir, 
they object to the publication of the maps of a 
portion of our own country wholly unknown to 
us—of a section of country which had remained 
a terra inoognita until these explorations were 
made. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. The gentleman 
speaks of my alluding to the report of Governor 
Stevens, which he admits is more voluminous 
than is proper for a mere report of a survey. [ 
understand that this report has been published, 
and that it comprises one volume. I have never 
seen it. If it has been distributed, no copy has 
come in my way; but if the other reports are esti- 
mated to comprise four or five volumes more, I 
do not understand how they are not to be quite as 
voluminous as the first. 

Mr. PHELPS. Besides the surveys which I 
have mentioned, there have been surveys made, 
which are also ordered to be published, as to the 
passes at the junction of the Sierra Nevada and 
the coast ranges. I said that those reports were 
not as voluminous as that of Governor Stevens. 

Sut, in addition to these surveys which were pros- 
ecuted under the direction of the Government, 


_ the last House of Representaftves ordered to be 
| published the report prepared by Mr. Lanier, 


who accompanied Governor Stevens, and also the 
report prepared by Colonel Frémont, of surveys 
made by him. ‘The reports made by the Gov- 
ernment officers will not, in my opinion, occupy 
one volume each. 

But, sir, all this is aside from the question be- 
fore the committee. The House has already 
ordered thé printing of these reports, and that has 
passed from under our consideration. The only 
question now for us to decide is, whether accom- 
oe these reports which you have ordered to 

e printed you will have maps engraved such as 
shall be intelligible to those who refer to them. 
That is the only question before us. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Fracier’s 

substitute was disagreed to. 
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Mr. Wuitwer’s amendment was then rejected. 
Mr. HAVEN. Mr. Chairman, for the pur- 
pose of getting a little information about this | 
matter, | will move to reduce the appropriation | 

1,000. I want our friends of the Committee on 

ingraving to give us more exactinformation. I 
believe that they can do so. Before I put any | 
questions to them, however, I will say one word | 
in reference to the suggestions of my friend from | 
Missouri. He says that the information to be | 
published will not amount to as much for each | 
route as was published for the northern route. If | 
I understand the subject, there were five routes 
surveyed. The provision was that there were only | 
to be five routes surveyed. 

Mr. PHELPS. There was no restriction. 

Mr. HAVEN. 
veyed? 

Mr. PHELPS. Four routes have been sur- | 
veyed: one from St. Paul to Puget’s Sound; the 
second from Independence, via Coochatopee Pass, 
to San Francisco; the third from Fort Smith, via 
Albuquerque, to San Pedro, on the Pacific coast; 
and fourth, the Gila route. 

Mr. HAVEN. ‘The gentleman undertakes to 
promise us, that the extent of the reports of the 
three other routes will not be as great as that of 
tle one already published. We have the survey | 
of the northern route published. I understand 
that it does not have attached to it any great | 
number of engravings. Let the gentleman turn | 
to the documents which were before the Commit- | 
tee of Ways and Means when they recommended 
the appropriation, and he will find,on the second 
nage of the letter of the Superintendent of Pub- | 
fic Printing, the following language: 


“The first volume of the Pacific railroad surveys has 
been printed and bound ; but the second and third volumes 
are now .progressing simultaneously, as the matter is pre- 
pared for the printer by the gentlemen engaged in its 
preparation. These reports, it is estimated, will make six 
volumes probably ; but this office is withont sufficient inform. | 
ation to indicate the period at which they will be com- 
pleted.” 

Mr. PHELPS. Captain Humphreys, who has 
the matter in charge, says that there will not be 
more than three more volumes of the same size 
as the one now published. 

Mr. HAVEN. Now, when I am trying to get 
at exact estimates, every gentleman gets up and 
tells us what he is informed of. 

Mr. PHELPS. The reports-of Mr. Lander 
and Colonel Frémont, which Congress ordered to 
be printed, have not been filed at the Department, | 

> ,’ 


and there is nothing known in relation to them. || 


They were not made under the direction of the 
War Department; sull, the House of*Representa- | 
tives has thought fit to publish them. 
Mr. HAVEN. I am obliged to the gentleman | 
for the information he has given us’ I want | 
information on this subject from everybody who 
has it; I want exact information. The Commit- 
tee on Engraving, in whose judgmentand research 
in this matter I have the greatest confidence, tell 
us, through one of their members, that their esti- 
mate in regard to the engraving for one of the 
three unpublished works is, that the cost will be 
from five hundred thousand to six hundred thou- | 
sand dollars; while another tells us that he is 
informed by Lieutenant Gilliss that the engrav- 
ings will cost only $19,000. I want to get rid of 
these great discrepancies; | want information. | 
Mr. NICHOLS. Mr. Chairman, I propose to | 
answer an inquiry addressed to me some time | 
since by the gentleman from New York, in refer- | 
ence to thisamendment. He asked as to whether | 
the sum proposed will cover the whole cost of | 
the map illustratighs? I will inform the gentle- | 
man, that when my attention was first called to | 
this matter | was of opinion, from reading the | 
amendment, that it provided only for engraving, | 
without reference to the cost of printing the en- | 
gravings. I made an inquiry of the Superintend- 
ent of Public Printing, and he replies to me | 
that it is to cover the cost of engraving and print- 
ing, and provides, and is intended to provide, | 
and, in his judgment, will provide, for the entire 
map illustration. The estimates for the engrav- 
ing for this work are large, because they are de- | 
signed to cover a different class than usual of illus- 
trations. There are to be scenic engravings, | 
engravings of the topography of the country, of | 
birds, fishes, reptiles, &c., &c., determined on | 
before the appropriations were estimated for. | 
Some of these engravings are already done; and | 


How many have been sur- || 


} 


| hended my remark. 


| 


| the northern one. 
|| volume; and I think it is reasonable to look for- 
| as large a work for each of the other routes. All 





we only have the estimate of the Superintendent 
of Public Printing as to what the aggregate cost 
will be. Further than this I have nothing to say 
in reference to the map illustrations. I give it 
as my opinion, based on what the War Depart- 
ment and the Superintendent state, that the appro- 
priations asked for will cover the whole expense. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Haven’s 
amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. HAVEN. Imove to strike out $2,000 


| for the purpose of making a suggestion. The 


gentleman from Missouri tells us that there will 
not be more than three volumes yet to be pub- 
lished. 

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman misappre- 
j I spoke of the surveys and 
explorations under the Secretary of War. 
Colonel Humphreys stated that there would be 
about three volumes of them of the size of the 
one published. 


Mr. HAVEN. There are four authorized | 


explorations and surveys. We have published 


We have now one whole 


L can get out of the gentlemen wio recommended 
this appropriation is, that they are informed by 
somebod y—not on paper, not ina shape that we 


| can refer to it by and by, not so that we can be 


guided in any way in reference to the subject— 
but informed by somebody for the simple purpose 
of forcing the appropriation through now. When 
we get no other information than that, and when 
it is counterbalanced by the report of the Super- 
intendent of Public Printing, who declares that, so 
far as he can ascertain, it may probably amount 


| to six volumes, | submit that the House ought 


not to put itself upon so small an allowance in 


| reference to the volume of the work as the gen- 
| tleman from Missouri suggests. 


| of preserving them. 





Now as to the propriety of printing this kind of 


work. The plan of this work | understand—and I 1} 


speak now as other gentlemen have done, for I 


| know nothing about it—has been changed. These 
| railroad surveys, | know, were printed last Con- 
cress in octavo form. I had them in two volumes, | 


which [ got bound and sent home for the purpose 
: There was a large quantity 
of maps in them. Now, why was the form 
changed? Now, is it true, as | have heard, that 
one volume of the work was commenced in oc- 
tavo, and then, after Congress adjourned, thrown 
aside, and a quarto work commenced on the sup- 
position that the work could go on while Con- 
gress was in recess? If so, | would like to see 
what authority gentlemen have for putting this 


| work under the discretion and control of the Sec- 


retary of War, or of any officer of this Govern- 


| ment who has allowed this work to go on under 


the circumstances. 
Mr. NICHOLS. I will state to the gentleman 


facts of which he is as cognizant as myself. It | 


is familiar to every member of the last House 
of Representatives that one volume of this work 
was printed in octavo form; but as complaint 
was made to the Joint Committee on Printing of 
the two Houses, that the continuation of the 
work in octavo form would not do justice to the 
reports, the Joint Committee on Printing changed 


|| the work from octavo to quarto form, and they 


did it under the power granted to them by the 
joint rules of the two House’ of Congress, to do 
so whenever, in their discretion, they deemed it 
necessary to make the change. 

Mr. HAVEN. Well, then, it seems that Iwas 
right. It seems that a part of the work—almost 
as much as it was supposed in the beginning that 
it would amount to—was printed in one form, 
with maps engraved for the work in that shape, 
and then they threw that aside and took up this 
enlarged shape for the purpose—if I may be al- 
lowed the expression, and to use a figure used in 
the other end of the Capitol, and to follow out 


| the suggestion of the chairmangpf the Committee 


on Printing—for the purpose of engraving and 


| illustrating bugs, snakes, lizards, ahd other things 


of that kind which were found among the mount- 
ains on their route. 

Sir, when I say that we ought to hold this 
matter down to some very strict responsibility, 
and that we ought to know something more defi- 
nite when we act upon it, | hope I am not under- 
stood as disposed to object to a railroad across 
the country, between the Atlantic and the Pacific. 


| 


I said | 
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| may be five more volumes. 
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I am in favor of it, provided we do it under cin 
cumstances which commend themselves to o, 
judgment; and one way is to save to the Treasury 
of the country in the matter of engraving ay) 
printing, which perhaps will amount to half , 
million, and put that amount into the superstrye. 
ture itself. But I want to say that, as at presen 
advised, and unless I have more light as to this 
item in reference to the deficiency in printing, oy. 
craving, and binding, which amounts to $690 (09 
I shall be compelled to vote against the bill, i 
am willing to let them have all trey want if they 
will tell what it is for, and what it may amouy, 
to when itis done. I am willing to go with the 
committee to any extent, for that purpose, byt 
not in this irresponsible way. 

Mr. PHELPS. A portion of the inquiries of 
the gentleman from New York have been ap. 
swered by the gentleman from Ohio. The gey. 
tleman himself is responsible for a portion of 
this expenditure. The gentleman inquires how 
many volumes these surveys will make. Ths 
Superintendent of Printing says he does not know 
exactly how many they will make, and that there 
The gentleman, as 
a member of the last House of Representatives, 
directed these reports to be printed. The other 
day, | had occasion to refer to the resolution which 


| was adopted by the House, directing the engray. 
| ings and drawings, maps, plates, and illustra. 
| tions, to be printed. 


I will read it: 


** Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the House, . 


) ten thousand copies of the reports and surveys for @ road to 


the Pacific, made under the direction of the Secretary of 


| War, embracing the report of F. W. Lander, civil engineer, 


of the survey of arailroad route from Puget Sound, by Fort 
Hill and the Great Salt Lake, to the Mississippi river ; and 


| the report of J.C. Frémont, for a route for a railroad from 


the head waters of Kansas river, to the State of California, 
with the maps and plates accompanying each of said reports, 


| necessary to illustrate them.”? 


That was the order of the House of Repre 
sentatives, made at the last session of Congre@s, 


| for the printing of this work, and the only ques- 
| tion now for the consideration of the House is, in 


what style will you have these maps printed? 

Mr. HAVEN. I would ask the gentleman if 
the change of form was made before or after the 
passage of that resolution ? 

Mr. NICHOLS. The gentleman from New 
York well recollects that these reports were first 
ordered to be printed, with a view to use them 
during the pendency of the Pacific railroad ques- 
tion in the last Congress. The first report, as I 


| stated before, was submitted in octavo form, and 


was placed before the members unbound, for im- 
mediate use. Of that report there were one thou- 


| sand five hundred and twenty copies printed. 
| However, when the question came up whether we 
| should print more of them, the resolution which 


has just been read by the gentleman from Mis- 
souri was introduced, and then the Joint Commit- 
tee on Printing decided that a change should be 
made in the character of the work, and that it 
should become a work illustrating the scenery of 
the country, &c. The change was made after the 
passage of the resolution. 

Mr. HAVEN. My friend then does not make 
me responsible. I do not know whether the yeas 
and nays were called upon the resolution, and I 
do not remember how I voted. But, whether I 
yoted for it or not, so far from making me respons- 
ible, it seems that after voting for the octavo 
work, somebody became responsible for putting 
these additional six volumes ujfon the country. 

Mr. NICHOLS. There was a lapse of an en- 
tire session of Congress between the making of 
the two orders. 

Mr. PHELPS. The order for the octavo form 
was made at the first session, and for the quarto 
at the second. . 

Mr. HAVEN. The quarto form was made 
by the Joint Committee on Printing. 

Mr. PHELPS. The power is vested in the 
Joint Committee on Printing to change the work 
from the octavo to the quarto form, and under 
that discretion the work of Lieutenant Gilliss, 
the Japan expedition, and these Pacific railroad 
surveys, were directed to be printed in quarto 
form. That is the way in which this matter 

rose. 

Mr. HAVEN, by consent, then withdrew his 
amendment. 

Mr. WADE. I move to amend by striking 
out the word “‘forty’’ in the sixtieth line. lt 
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seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that this matter of 
srinting and engraving has grown to be an abuse 
here which ought to be suppressed at once, and 
at whatever present inconvenience. I have no 
doubt that if we go on and carry out the plan of 
neraving these surveys on the extravagant scale 


ut for us by the Senate amendment, it will 


‘ 
! 


1a do . . i. 

become a precedent for future contracts of tne 
came extravagantcharacter. If I recollect aright, 
sir, about three years ago Congress made an ap- 


nropriation of $250,000 for the purpose of explor- 
ing routes for a Pacific railroad. Explorations 
were made under that appropriation for these 

routes to the Pacific, but 1 am not aware that this 

appropriation has been yet exhausted. It may 

have been, and it may not have been. The object 

of these explorations was to inform the people 

and the Government of the United States, whether 

or not there could be found a practicable route or 

routes for a railroad from some point on or near 

the Mississippi river to the Pacifie ocean ,and to 

show which would be the best, cheapest, and 

most convenient route on which to bestow the 

aid for the construction of such a road, as a 

means of communication between the Atlantic and 

Pacific States. That appropriation of $250,000, 

or a portion of it, was expended on these explora- 

tions. The object of the appropriation was to 

obtain, and lay before the people, whether, across 

the mountain ranges dividing the Atlantic from 
the Pacific States, there was an available route for 
a railroad. 

And what the people want to know, and what 
all concerned in it want to know, is, what route 
is most practicable in point of cheapness of con- 
struction, and which the most convenient and 
profitable when made ? They want to know the 
elevations, the excavations, the embankments, 
and all the facts necessary to test its practcabil- 
ity and utility, as well as the probable expense 
of such aroad. That was the object of the ap- 
It was not, | am aware, to make a 
specific survey, and to give definite estimates of 
the expenses of sacha road, but it was to approx- 
imate to them and to determine their practicabil- 
ity. The surveys were made by the $250,000 
appropriated therefor; but, in publishing to the 
people those explorations, the estimated ex- 
pense for paper, press-work, binding, and en- 
graving, amounts to the extravagant sum of 
$057,000 and upwards, of which $239,583 is for 
engraving. To publish such expensive picture- 
books constituted no part of the object of those 
who made the appropriations for these explora- 
tions—is not one of the legitimate purposes of 
congressional legislation. 

The drawings and all that—the mountain 
scenery, and the beautiful landscapes—will be 
very fine to look at and fill the eye. The very 
few who obtain a copy from their Represent- 
atives will be pleased with the expensive pres- 
ent. So, too, those who get profitable jobs out 
of this extravagant waste of the public money— 
they, too, Will be gratified; but all this will not 
redeem the extravagance from the condemnation 
of a scrutinizing constituency, who have a right 
to look to their Representatives for an econom- 
ical expenditure of their money upon objects of 
utility, and not upon matters of mere tawdry 
ornament, however much these may gratify the 
vanity, or fill the pockets of those who are em- 
ployed upon the profitable job. I know there is 
much to say in behalf of this one job. Ido not 
doubt, as the able and most worthy chairman of 
the Committee on Printing says, that the con- 
tracts for this work are so far advanced towards 
completion, that great inconvenience will attend 
a denial of this particular appropriation; but sull 
I am confident that this inconvenience had better 
be encountered now, than to plunge ourselves 
deeper in the extensive ‘‘ book and stationery” 
business into which Congress seems rushing 
headlong, 

Mr. KENNETT. There has been so much 
fancy work done, I think, in these explorations 
for a railroad route from the Mississippi valley to 


propriation. 


the Pacific, that it occurs to me it would be a pity . 


to stop just here before we get the engravings. I 
Should like to see—particularly as one volume 
has been pubiished at great length of the northern 
€xploration—the entire history of what has been 
done laid before the country. But, as I under- 
stand from the explanation given by the chairman 
of the Committee on Printing, we have now noth- 


TH 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ing to do with the matter of the letter-press and 
the extent to which that should go. That has 
been already ordered by a previous Congress. 
Am I not right? 

Mr. NICHOLS assented. 

Mr. KENNETT. .The question now, is sim- 
ply as to the extentand manner of the engraving; 
and itis said there are bugs, and snakes, and 
what not, included. I take it that there is not so 
much, perhaps, of that sort of work, as some 





ventlemen would induce the House to believe. 
That ther drawings of some very rare 
animals—whether they have got the pro k and 
guyascutus or not, I have not been informed— 
which some of the young officers engaged in the 
explorations have found, is likely enough. I 
should be sorry, however, if, for that reason, the 
House would think of suppressing the really val- 


uable infor: 


may v 


sation that has been obtamed. 

I hope that neither will be curtailed, as has 
been suzgested here; but that whatever is neces 
sary in the letter-press to complete the work, will 
be printed, and that the maps and engravines 
will be executed ina manner worthy the country, 
and worthy such an undertaking as a railroad to 
the Pacific. In the octavo copy publ 
year, there were, if Lam corre euy informed, some 


ished last 


lithographs, of which we have a sample on the 
’ ! 


Clerk’s tabl 








» Which would be useless in showing 
the topography of the country; useless for any 
purpose connetted with maki if a railroad; and | 
am sorry to say that I think very much t! 
already been laid before the country is useless, so 
far as the neces 





sary information towards making 
Neve rtheless, | am for 


, 


a railroad Is concerne d. 
having it all, such as itis, for it is necessary that 
we should be as fully informed as the nature of 
willadmit. I cannot see the bearing of 
the remarks of the gentleman from Ohio, that the 
$250,000 which was Approprated for making 


the case 


these surveys, have been: xpende d,and not much 
accomplished, on this question of printing the 
maps and engravings. These are valuabk | 
examined them in company with on 
members of the House, yesterday. So far as to- 
pography goes, and giving the line of the route 
they are very necessary, and | hope we 
have the information as full as possible, 

The question being on Mr. Wape’s amend- 
ment, it was rejected. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. IT want to propose 
another amendment, by way of testing the sense 


of the committee. I move to amend, in line fifty- 


eight, by striking out the words *‘and draw 
ings,’’ so that it will read, ** to provide for en- 
rraving maps,’’ &c., leaving the clause just as 


it now stanls, with the exception of those words. 

Mr. KENNETT. 1 would inquire of the 
gentleman whether he has seen the panoramic 
drawing of the face of the country along the line 
of this route? : 

Mr. HARRIS. Ihavenot. [have never seen 
a copy of the volume that has bee: 
nor have I seen anything 


> 


1 published, 
connected with thes 
reports. 

Mr KENNETT. There are some panoramic 
drawings, and if the gentleman could see them, 
lam satusfied he would be exceedingly anxious 
to see them engraved, and put into the work. 

Mr. HARRIS. Weil, sir, nearly the whole 
’ 
the Senate has centered upon this one item, which 
| have proposed should be stricken out; and, as 
no motion has yet been made to test the sense of 
the committee directly upon this item, it seems 
to me proper that sucha motion should be made. 
Since | have arisen, | have been informed that 

ail the engraving for the drawings has been exce- 
cuted, and that nothing will be saved by striking 
out the appropriation for that item. If such be 
the case, [ shall not insist upon my amendment. 

Mr. SMITH. Do Lunderstand that the work 
has been done for which the $49,200 is required ? 

Mr. HARRIS. No, sir. I said I was in- 
formed that the engraving for the drawings had 
been done. 
it has been done. I shall, therefore, insist upon 
my amendment, and hope the committee will 
adopt it. . 

Mr. FLAGLER. To show the effect of this 
proposition, it would be well to refer to the letter 
of the Secretary of War upon which this whole 

_appropriauon was fountted. ‘This letter states 
that there are twenty-eight maps covered by this 


discussion upon the subject of thisamendment of 


I have since understood that none of 


}} Clerks referred to tie arrears 
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appropriation of $49,200, and those maps he esti- 
mates willcost $38,000. The rest is for drawings, 
which the amendment of the gentleman from Lh- 
nois proposes to strike out the appropriation tor, 
As the gentleman from Missouri has remarked, 


there are certain panoramic drawings which itis 
very desirable to have engraved; and the whole 
cost of the drawings we are informed will be 
$11,200. 

Mr. HAVEN. To what document does the 


rentieman refer? 

Mr. FLAGLER. To the letter of the Secre- 
tary of War, in which he makes the recommend- 
ation for this appropriation of $49,200. It ap- 
pears, as I said, that there are tw nty-eight maps, 
and ten of the more important and elaborate draw- 


ings of views taken from all the reports, geolog- 
ical maps, &c. These are what it is proposed to 
engrave, and their entire cost, as | am at visi d, 
in luding that of prinuing, 18 estmated at about 
That is the question before us. We 
have nothing to do with fancy sketches in that 
"That quesuon is not before us; and I 


submit, therefore, that, so far as that is concerned, 


SoU U0U, 
re port 


the discussio has been somewhat irrevular 
Mr. HARRIS. 1 desire to modify my amend- 


ment so as to strike out the 


same words, ** and 
drawings,’’ where they occur in the latter part 
of the amendment, so as to have it precisely ag 
arawe 


it nows ands, with the exes ption of the 


il) ¥ 
Mr. KENNETT. 


not prevail, 


I hope the amendment will 
I think, from the explanation just 
how given by the nticman on my | rlit, { Mr. 
I'LAGLER,]} ti Ought not to prevail, 
The amendiment to the amendment was not 
agreed to, 
I'he question then recurred upon concurring in 
the amendment of the Sen sale; and ithe amendment 
was non-concurred in. 
he Clerk then r 


ported the twentieth amend- 


ment, as follows: 

l‘o enable the Secretary of State to pay te the clerks in 
his office, oO: class jour, the samme Coinpensation fs Was paid 
to the same i in oiber Ex ive Departinents, trom 
the Istot July, 1853, to the duth of June, soo, lociusive, 

Mr. PHELPS. I move to increase the appro- 
priavion to 52,500. Lotfer theamendment merely 
for the purpos of s Lying a word in ¢ lanation 
of the action of the Committee of Ways and 
Means upon the amendment The committee 
recommend a non-concurrence. It to pay to 
certain elerks in the Department of State an in- 
creased compensation from the Ist of July, 1853, 
until the 30th of June last. The Committee of 
Ways and Means concurred in the consiruction 
of the law given by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury. 
In justice to tho e concerned, however, | desire 
to lhiave the letterof th secretary of Sta , recom- 
mending the appr /priation, read, remarking again 


that our committee do not coneur with him in 
the recomimendations made. 
Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. 
authorizing it. 
Mr. PHELPS. There is none. 
crease of compensation where Cong: 


There is no law 


It is for in- 
ss did not 
authorize the increase at the time the subject was 
lask that the letter from the See 
retary of State may be read. 


‘The letter was read, as follows: 


before them. 


DeranrmMent or Strate, -fpril 2, 1856. 


Sir: In looking at the report of the Committee of Ways 


and Means upon the amendments to the deficituey bil 
adopted by the Senate, | observe that the committee do mot 
recommend a concurrence in the twentieth amendment, 


which provides for the pay of certain clerks in this Depart 


ment, Ol Class four, al the same rate of compeneaiion as 
was paid to clerks of the same grade in the Other Executive 
Departinents, trom the Ist of July, 1059, to the let of July, 


1856. 

Ibis apprehended that the Committee of Ways and Means 
hawe adopted Uns course without being fully informed of 
thé grounds upon wich that appropriation Was in-erted by 
the Senate upon the recommendation of the Committee on 
Finance. I beg, therefore, to inclose a copy of my tetter to 

| the Senate Commitiee on Finance, in which are contained 
the grounds upon which the appropriation was requested. 
After that letter was written, it was discovered that, by a 
| clerical error, the sum mentioned was ineuffierent, ard the 
increase from 31,778 76 to $2,178 76 was accordingly mmde. 
It is sO simply an act of justice to enable me to pay to the 
for Wine Ute amcuduent 
provides, that | am convinced the committee 
| Of the subjcet will be ready to recommend a « 


mpon ary w 


in the Senate amendment. ‘The duties performed by the 
clerks contemplated in the amendment have, during the 
| whole period specified, been of the moet arduous aud re 


| sponsible character,*and yet the compensation they bave 
| received has been only that of third-class clorkw. [ trust 


oa 


that this statement will induce your committee to recom- 


has inserted. 


Very respectfully, W. L. MARCY. 


Hon. L. D. Caspuett, Chairman Committee of Ways and | 


Means, House of Representatives. 
DeraRTMENT OF STATE, 
WasuHinoTton, January 12, 1856. 
Sin: By the construction of the Treasury Department, 
the Ist section of the act of the 22d of April, 1854, * to 
amend the 3d section of the act making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for the 
year ending 30th of June, 1854,” was restricted in its 
application to the three lowest classes of clerks in this De- 
partinent, to the exclusion of those of the highest class. 


The phraseology of the Ist section of the act of the 22d of | 


April, 1854, is, * all clerks not provided for in this act, per- 
forming the same or similar duties with any one of the 
classes, shall receive the same compensation as is allowed 
to such class.”? As the clerks in this Department were not 
then classified, and as it was distinctly understood that this 


provision was introduced for the purpose of paying to these | 
clerks the same rates of compensation as was paid to the | 


clerks in the other Departments, ** performing the same or 
similar duties,’? | made a requisition accordingly, embra- 


cing the clerks of all the classes; but the interpretation of the | 


Treasury Department, already alluded to, excluded the 
clerks of the highest class from the benefits conte:mplated in 
the lst and 4th sections of the act. 

Consequently, all the clerks in the other Departments, 
and all the clerks of the three lowest classes in this Depart 
ment, havedeen paid the increased salaries provided in the 
act of the 22d of April, 1854, from the Ist of July, 1853, while 
the clerks of the fourth class in this office have received 
their increased pay only since the Istof Jwy last, according 
to the classification of the act of 3d of March, 1855. 


This classification did not change the duties of any clerk | 


embraced in it. The clerks who have not been paid the 
salaries corresponding to their duties are—the translator, 
the agent, the claims clerk, and two diplomatic correspond- 
ing clerks, whose salaries from the Ist of July, 1853, to the 


Ist of July, 1855, have been no greater than those of their | 


assistants—that is, of third class clerks, or $1,600 per annum. 


{ trust that you will see the propriety of making provision | 


for the salaries of these gentlemen, according to the import- 
ance of the duties they have pertormed, which are of the 
highest grade. The amount necessary is $1,778 76. An 
amendment to the deficiency bill to the following effect is 
respecttully suggested, in order to accomplish the desired 
object: 

“To enable the Secretary of State to pay to the fourth 
class clerks in his Department the same compensation as 
was paid to fourth-class clerks in the other Departments, 


from the Ist of July, 1853, to the Ist of July, 1855, the sum | 


of 31,778 76 is hereby appropriated.”’ 


I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obe- | 


dient servant. 
(Signed) W. L. MARCY. 
To the Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, Chairman of the Committee 
on Finance, United States Senate. 


ment; and it was non-concurred in. 


The Clerk reported the twenty-first amendment 
of the Senate, as follows: 


For salary of the circuit judge of California, $1,487 50. 
Mr. PHELPS. During the last Congress we 


provided for the establisnment of a circuit court in | 


California, and that the salary of the judge should 
be $4,500 per annum. His term of service com- 


menced on the 3d of March, a year ago, and | 
there is, consequently, a deficit in this year’s ap- 
propriation. This is merely to cover his salary. | 

he Committee of Waysand Means recommend || 


‘ 


a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


The Clerk reported the twenty-second amend- 
ment, as follows: 


For compensation for clerical services performed in the | 
office of the United States Legation at London, from De- || 


cember, 1852, to August, 1853, $1,000. 


Mr. PHELPS. The Committee of Ways and 


in this || 
before I had any experience to guide me. 


Means recommend a non-concurrence 
amendment. It is proposed to pay to Henry 
Cronchey, a British subject, $1,000 for the per- 


formance of clerical services for our Legation at || 


London. 
Mr. BROOM. 
Mr. PHELPS. 


not the place for it. 


It is right. 
I think it is right; but this is 
This man is entitled to his 


pay, but it is a private claim, and ought nottgbe || far, the item carried out $1,625, should be as much as 


provided for in an appropriation bill. The mohey 


1s to pay for services for the Legation at London; | 
and Mr. Cronchey was dismissed from his em- | 


ployment under this Administration’s circular, 
that none but American citizens should be em- 


»loyed in and about our foreign Legations. You || 
1ad to come to a Democratic Administration to | 
have that order issued. Mr. Cronchey is en- || 
titled to this pey for services — under the | 


direction of Mr, Ingersoll. But this, as I have 
already said, is not the proper place. I would 
cheerfully vote for a private bill to pay him this 
money. 

Mr. HAVEN. J] do not know what the gen- 


THE CONGRESSION 


the way of politics; but I can only say the report is 
that they turn out American citizens here because 
they are Americans, and turn out foreigners 
abroad because they are not American citizens. 


[Great laughter. 


] 
Mr. MAXWELL. 


therefore move that the committee do now rise. 
Mr. HAVEN. I withdraw the point, rather 
than that the committee should rise. [Laugh- 
ter. 
Mr. MAXWELL. I withdraw my motion. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


The Clerk reported the twenty-third amend- || 


ment, as follows: 
For fitting up and furnishing the court-rooms and con- 


ference-room, and offices for solicitor and clerk of the || 


Court of Claims, $6,000. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. 


could not concur in the Senate amendment, inas- 


much as this was not to be the permanent place || 
They were | 


for holding the sittings of the court. 
under the impression that, if the money were ap- 
—. it would be lost by a change of place 
»y the court. 

already been expended for fitting up the necessary 


rooms selected. 


the approbation of the Committee of Ways and 


Means. 
Mr. HAVEN. I understand the fact about 


| this to be, thata long suite of rooms was prepared. 
I send to the Clerk’s desk to | 
be read, with the gentleman’s permission, a letter | 


Mr. PHELPS. 


from the clerk of the Court of Claims. 


Mr. HAVEN. 


of the gentleman from Pennsylvania would be 
correct and sufficient, if it were not for the fact 
that the court appropriated its contingent fund 
of some 
sions. j 
consorting together in an old lumber room at 


| Willard’s Hotel. When the wing of the Capitol 
The question was taken on the Senate amend- | 


was far enough advanced for them to go there, 


| they went, and with their contingent fund they 


had furnaces put up, so that they might hold their 
sessions there with a proper regard to their health. 


|| I suppose one object they have in asking for this 
|| large sum is not thatthey want to fit up the rooms, 


but to restore their contingent fund. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I understand that the ap- 


|| propriation of $3,000 will be sufficient for all the 
| necessary purposes at this time. 
dl 


Mr. PHELPS. lI ask the Clerk to read the 
letter from the clerk of the Court of Claims. 
The Clerk read the letter, as follows: 
Court or CLams, 
Wasuinerton, February 14, 1856. 
Sir: On the 2d day of October last, in compliance with 
a request received from the acting Register of the Treasury, 


| I transmitted to him an estimate of the expenses of the 
| Court of Cfhims for the fiseal year ending June 30, 1857. 


In that estimate were included the two following items: 
Stationery, fuel, gas, printing, labor, and miscellaneous 
MOINS. crccieeccce eveccveccceceeGl O20 00 
For fitting up and furnishing the court-rooms, 
conference-room, offices of solicitor and clerk.. 3,000 00 
With respect to these two estimates, they were made 
Since making 
them, however, my experience has been such as to convince 
ine that my estimates were altogether too low. 
Since occupying the rooms assigned by the Senate for 


| the use of the court, I find the quantity of fuel consumed 


so great that three times as much, at least, as I estimated, 
will be required for the winter use. 
The expense of printing and labor, especially that of 


| printing, will be very much greater than I anticipated. On 


a careful review, therefore, guided by my experience thus 


$3,000. 
The estimate for fitting up the rooms was made before I 
was aware that so many would be required, or of the extent 


| of the furniture and fixtures needed. Eight rooms will be 


necessary for the accommodation of the court and officers. 
The rooms were taken, under the resolution of the Senate, 
entirely destitute of furniture of any description, and they 
were to be provided with furnaces for warming them, fur- 
niture, and fixtures for the accommodation of the sessions 


| of the court, the libraries of the judges and the solicitor, and 
| the numerous files in the custody of the clerk. A part of 


these have been obtained. To complete what will be 
necessary, judging from the expense already incurred, will 
uire, in the whole, $6,000. 
he court has directed me to submit this revision of my 


former estimates, as without it much embarrassment might 
ensue. 


|| in my communication of the 2d October, in which 
|| that this last sum will be needed immediately, and th 


|| servant, 


I want time to consider | 
the point of my friend from New York, and I | 


1 Mr. | 
Chairman, the Committee of Ways and Means | 


But I understand that $2,500 have || : 
|| members answered to their names. 
rooms, in which the court holds its sessions, and || 
that $500 more is all that will be required for the || 
I therefore suggest that the ap- | 
propriation be reduced from $6,000 to $3,000. | 
Then, I think the appropriation will meet with | 


Very well; while it is going | 
up let me say this: ee the suggestion | 


2,000 to provide a place to hold its ses- | 
When I came here they were sorting and | 





BE. 


|| tleman wants to make out of this amendment in | 
mend the inconsiderable appropriation which the Senate | 


<a 


& rema 
I State, 


: : . refi 
cannot properly be included in the estimates for the - 


Allow me to call your attention to the concludin 


| ending June 30, 1857. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
SAMUEL H. HUNTINGTON 

Chief Clerk Court of Claims’ 
Hon. James Gururie, Secretary of the Treasury. 

The question then being upon the amendmen 
proposed by Mr. Campse t, of Pennsylvania, tp 
strike out ‘* six’’ and insert ** three,”’ R 

Mr. McMULLIWN called for a division. 

Mr. PHELPS. I hope we will not divid, 


| upon this question. 


Mr. McMULLIN. Well, I withdraw the call 
for a division, as there appears not to be a quo. 
rum here. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
reason I insist upon it. 

A division was then had, and the Chair ap. 
nounced there was no quorum voting. 

Mr. FLAGLER. I move that the committe 
do now rise. 

Mr. JONES. That motion is not in order. 
The rule requires that when there is found to be 
no quorum voting the roll shall be called. 

The roll was then called, and the following 


For that very 


Messrs. Ball, Barbour, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
S. Bennett, Benson, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, James 
H. Campbell, John P. Campbell, Caruthers, Caskie, Chaf. 


| fee, Ezra Clark, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Covode, Cor, 


Crawford, Cumback, Damrel!, Henry Winter Davis, Day, 
Denver, Dick, Dodd, Dowdell, Durfee, Emrie, Eustis, 
Evans, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, Giddings, Goode, 
Granger, Greenwood, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison 


| Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven, Hoffman, Holloway, 
| Thomas R. Horton, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
|| Kelly, Kelsey, Kennett, Kidwell, Knapp, Knight, Knowl. 


ton, Knox, Kunkel, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Mat. 
teson, MeCarty, McMullin, Smith Miller, Morgan, Mott, 
Murray, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Parker, Peck, 


| Pelton, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Quit. 


man, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Ritchie, Ruffin, Sabin, Sage, 
Sapp, Scott, Seward, Shorter, Simmons, William Smith, 
Sneed, Spinner, Stanton, Stewart, Stranahan, Tappan, 
Thurston, Trafton, 'Trippe, Underwood, Wade, Wakeman, 
Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Williams, Winslow, 
Wood, Woodworth, and John V. Wright. 


The committee rose, and the Speaker having 

. * 3 

resumed the chair, the Chairman (Mr. Stanton) 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 


| state of the Union had, according to order, had 


the Union generally under consideration, and 


oar the Senate amendments to the defi- 
|ciency bill, 


and having found itself without a 
—— had caused the roll to be called, and had 
irected him to report the names of the absentees 


| to the House. 


No quorum having appeared, 
On motion by Mr. FLAGLER, (at five minutes 
after three o’clock, p. m.,) the House adjourned 


| until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, April 10, 1856. 


Prayer by Rev. Danitex Waxpo, Chaplain to 
the House of Representatives. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. PUGH presented a petition of citizens. 
of the counties of Gallia and Lawrence, in the 
State of Ohio, praying for the establishment of 
a mail route from Gallipolis to Quaker Bottom, 
in that State; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, two petitions from the State of Ohio, 
praying that measures may be taken for the con- 
struction of a railroad to the Pacific ocean; whieh 
were laid on the table. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Har- 
rison Sargent, a volunteer in the late war with 
Mexico, praying to be allowed a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to whom was referred the petition of 
the heirs of Samuel White, reported adversely 
thereon. 

Mr. STUART. [I aminstructed by the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, to whom was referred 
the memorial of William Carey Jones, praying 
for compensation for services rendered as confi- 
dential agent of the United States, to investigate 
titles to land in California, to report the same 
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to the Court of Claims. The committee are of 
the opinion, that it is a case where services have 
been performed without any law specially provid- 
ing for compensation, but under instruction of 
the Departments of State and of the Interior; 
and that it is peculiarly a case to be determined 
by the court. I move, therefore, that the petition 
and papers be referred to the Court of Claims. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Public | 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill to authorize | 


the selection of the residue of the lands granted 


by the acts of Congress of September 20, 1850, | 
June 10, 1852, and February 9, 1853, reported it || 
without amendment, and with a recommendation | 


that it ought not to pass. ‘ 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred a bill to provide for issuing patents | 
in certain cases where grants of public lands have | 


been made by Congress, reported it without 
amendment. 


INTRODUCTION OF A BILL. 
Mr. SEWARD, in pursuance of previous no- 


tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill | 


supplemental to an act entitled ‘* An act to amend 
the several acts respecting copyright,’’ approved 
February 3, 1831; which was read twice by its 
ul 


ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, which 
I suppose is the proper committee; but inasmuch 
as the notice which [ gave on a previous occasion 
has brought me into an uncomfortable correspond- 
ence with authors and publishers, I desire to state, 
in regard to this bill, that the only provision which 


it contains is a provision to the effect that the || 
copyright for dramatic composition «shall be ex- | 
tended so as to give to authors a property for a | 


given period of time in the acting or enacting of 
their own compositions. 
The bill was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. PUGH gave notice of his intention to ask | 
leave to introduce a bill to repeal the twenty-fifth | 


section of the judiciary act of 1789. 
NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Ig 
I should request the Senace to sit on Saturday 
next, in order that I might have an opportunity 


to make some remarks on the proteedings of the | 
Naval Retiring Board; but on reflection | am satis- | 


fied that our reporters, whose duties are exceed- 
ingly arduous, absolutely need the relaxation of 


that day to enable them to discharge their func- || 
tions. I have, therefore, determined to postpone | 
There is no | 


my remarks until Wednesday next. 
order fixed for that day; and I shall then desire, 
with the permission of the Senate, to proceed 
with my reply to the gentlemen whom I indicated 
yesterday. 


KANSAS LEGISLATURE. 


The PRESIDENT. The unfinished business 


of the morning hour is the proposition to print 
the memorial of the persons representing dee 
selves as Senators and Representatives of the 
General Assembly of the State of Kansas. The 


Senator from Virginia has moved to lay the me- | 


morial on the table. 

Mr.MASON. I ask forthe yeas and nays on 
that question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
whether the signatures to the memorial are all in 
one handwriting ? 

Mr. CLAY. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator can examine 
the memorial if he thinks proper. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I desire to know what 
memorial this is? Is it from a State Legislature? 
From what body does it come—what authority ? 

_ The PRESIDENT. 
rial of the undersigned senators and representa - 
tives in the General Assembly of the State of 
Kansas.”’ 

Mr.CRITTENDEN. The motion yesterday 
was to print; and, if I recollect rightly, the ques- 
tion was whether that should not be referred to 
the Committee on Printi 


ng? 
The PRESIDENT. , ee is now 


THE 


tle. 
Mr. SEWARD. I desire to have the bill re- | 


I gave notice yesterday that | 


I should be glad to know || 


Itis headed the ** Memo- || 





| the yeas and nays have been ordered. 
| Mr. BUTLER. 


| quiry which my friend from Kentucky made. 


| A Senator. Thatis notin order. The motion | 


| is to lay on the table. 

| Mr. MASON. I wished to have this memorial 
laid on the table, as it seemed to me that that was 

| the most appropriate way to dispose of it; but, if 


|| motion. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. 


I have no desire to 


or two. 


and I would inquire whether there is not a motion 
pending to refer this memorial to the Committee 
on Territories? 


man from Virginia should withdraw his motion. 





rial is to refer it tothe Committee on Territories, 
so that we ma 
what it is. 


little controversy who was the author of this pe- 
tition, or whether there was any real authority 
for it. I do not know how it is; I do not pretend 
to pronounce on that question; but I wish the 
gentleman would let it go to the committee. That 
seems to me to be the most appropriate way of 
disposing of it. 


Mr. MASON. 


I withdraw the motion to lay 


about it. The memorial states that it is the me- 
morial or petition ‘‘ of the senators and repre- 


of Kansas now in session.’’ 


me that they are those who present themselves 


has no existence under our laws. Of the con- 


to me to be an assault on the Government of the 
United States for not interposing in some way 


|| the frauds and oppressions of the territorial gov- 
| ernment. But it is immaterial what the character 
|! of the petition is; it is enough for me that it is 
|| from a body of men who are in rebellion against 
|| the laws of the country and in disrespect, as I 
|| think, to its institutions. It is for that reason that 


|| of it but laying it on the table, now that it is too 
late to question its reception. 

Mr.SEWARD. Mr. President, it cannot very 
materially affect the important interests which the 
petition is designed to bring before the Senate, 
whether it be pringed or not. I have already seen 
a copy of the paper ina public journal which cir- 
culates fifty thousand copies; so that the world 
, will not be deprived of the information if the 

Senate should refuse to print it. 
The petition was preseffted by the honorable 
Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass] 

stated that, although the signatures appear to be 
in the same hand-writing, he is informed from a 
highly responsible source that they are authentic 
and are the act of the subscribers. 


Perhaps [ can answer the in- | 


any gentleman desires to speak, I withdraw my 


speak on the subject further than to say a word 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I was not here yesterday; | 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. I prefer that the gentle- | 
I think the best way of disposing of the memo- | 
have a report on it and know | 


I believe the authority of this peti- | 
tion is disputed. It has been the subject of some | 


it on the table, and of course we can converse | 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 


oS —— —=—— 
back to the Senate, and move that it be-referred laying the petition on the table. On that question || 
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Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I will read for 


| the instruction of the Senate one of the parlia- 


sentatives in the General Assembly of the State | 
It is sufficient for | 


here claiming to be functionaries of a State which | 


tents of the petition I know very little. I read it | 
over, or rather a part of it, cursorily; and it seems 


to rescue these petitioners from what they call | 


I should be averse to making any other disposition | 


He has | 


It seems to | 


| me to be quite unnecessary to enter into a discus- | 


sion on the particular character of the signers of 


| selves. This is a petition to the House of Rep- 
resentatives and Senate of the United States, in 
| behalf of a provisional State, applying to be ad- 


Senate of the United States will do them the 
courtesy and favor to print a memorial which it 


| mitted. The simple point, then, is whether the 


| their own judgment, as the representatives of the 


ress of the United States for admission into the 
nion. 
/man who has been elected by the provisional 
| Legislature of Kansas to be a Senator in the 
| Congress of the United States; to represent the 





|| Union. I apprehend that there can be no serious 

|| objection to printing the paper, while the import- 
ance of printing it is not sufficient to require any 
very long debate. 


this paper—that by which they describe them- | 


mitted into the Union; and the petition itself | 
shows that they are the Legislature in a provjs- | 
|| ional character, standing here applying to be ad- | 


is proper and necessary for them to present, in | 
people of Kansas authorized to apply to the Con- | 


It is handed to the Senate by a gentle- | 


|, State of Kansas if it shall be admitted into the | 


mentary guards against spurious petitions. | in- 
tend to strip this matter to its nudity—I do not 
care what may be its investment or concomitants, 
or how it is introduced here. The man who has 
presented this petition to the honorable Senator 
from Michigan has no right to speak for other 
people, so far as I know, unless their names are 
on the petition itself. Their names are not there. 
Who Mr. Lane is, I know not. I have a right 
to know that the names of the petitioners are to 
the paper before consenting to receive it; but their 
names are not to the paper, and therefore it is no 
petition. With a view to accommodate a spirit 
of aggression upon the Constitution of the tni- 
ted States, we temporize, compromise, and give 
up everything—break down all rules. Here is 
one rule which is a palpable one, though I do not 
know that it imposes any obligation on anybody 
but myself: I read from Jefferson’s Manual: 

“A petition prays something. 
prayer. (1 Grey, 58.) 

Petitions must be subscribed by the petitioners. (Scob. 
87, L. Parl. c. 22; 9 Grey, 362,) unless they are attending, 
(1 Grey, 401,) or unable to sign, and averred by 4 member. 
(3 Grey, 418.) But a petition not subseribed, but which the 
member presenting it, affirmed to be all in the handwriting 
of the petitioner, and his name written in the beginning, 
Was on the question (Mar. 14. 1800) received by the Senate 
The averment of a member, or of somebody without doors, 
that they know the handwriting of the petitioners, is neces- 
sary, if it be questioned. (6 Grey, 36.’’) 

Now, I do question it. Again: 

“Tt must be presented by a member—not by the petition- 
ers, and must be opened by him, holding it in his hand. (10 
Grey, 57.”") 

But, sir, that is not the rule upon which I have 
before insisted, as excluding the motion to print. 
Under another rule which was read penedag 
and that was the true issue—resolutions of State 
Legislatures, or lawful proceedings heid within 
the State, such as a convention, or bills introduced 
by committees, or reports by standing committees 
of this House, are entitled to be printed, on the 
motion of a single member. This rule can be 
referred to, if gentlemen wish to see it. After 
naming these specific cases, it provides that all 
other memorials, petitions and papers which come 
to this body, cannot be printed, without being 
referred to the Committee on Printing. That is 
the rule, and that being the case, I am not disposed 
to receive this petition. I should have opposed 
its reception, if 1 had been here at the time it was 
presented, and I shall certainly not treat it with 
a courtesy, or impart to it by my vote, a dignity 

| which will bring it within the scope of any of the 
classes of documents which can be printed without 
being referred to the Committee on Printing. 

I have looked over the contents of the petition, 
and I do not know that I have ever seen any one 
so unacceptable as this is. It arraigns the con- 
duct of the President; it claims the privileges of 
a self-invested sovereignty; it asserts that these 

| men are themselves the true sovereigns of Kan- 
sas; and the gentleman from New York rises and 
says that the courtesy due tothe right of petition 
is so far higher in its obligations upon him, that 
| he is willing to break down all the rules and safe- 
guards of the Senate to reach it. [have no doubt 
the gentleman is willing todo anything which he 
can reconcile to his conscience, regardless of law 
or the obligations of constitutions. He madea 
speech yesterday, and if [ had had an opportu- 
|| nity then, I should at once have disclosed some 
of its doctrines. However, on this occasion, ! 
ought nof to go into that, for it may provoke 
reply on other matters; but when 1¢ rises in his 
place and says that he does not care about these 
rules, and is willing to receive this petition, and 
|| to print it, without going to the Committee on 
Printing, I shall not acquiesce in it; but on the 
contrary, if I were able, | would rebuke it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I suppose 
there is no doubt of the fact that there is a ‘Ter- 
ritory of Kansas. We are all informed of that 
fact from the public law of the United States. I 
have su sited thatit is also equally true, and will 
not be Saied by any Senator, that there is a ter- 
ritorial government emanating from the authority 
given under that law now existing in the Terri- 
tory. I presume it will be equally admitted that 
| there is another government claiming to have 
|| taken necessary and preparatory steps for the 
|| admission of that Territory asa State into this 
|| Union. These are facts which wil] be conceded 
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by all Senators, and are understood and known i The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 


to the public. 


The Senator from Michigan, on the 24th day | 


of March, submitted to the Senate three memo- 
rials, accompanied by a constitution, which had 


been formed by a convention of delegates elected | 


in that ‘Territory preparatory to its admission as 
a State. Lithink I am right—if I am wrong I 
should thank the Senator from Michigan to cor- 
rect me—in saying, that on the presentation of 
those memorials and that constitution, on his 
motion they were ordered to be printed. We have, 
therefore, before us the constitution which was 
framed by that body of men. It has been sub- 
mitted to the Senate, and it has been printed. 
These memorials furnish us with the fact of an 
existing state of things there. It is not my pur- 
pose, now, to go into an argumentas to the rights 
of the people of that Territory, or undertake to 
discuss how far they are acting in conformity 
with what has been the practice of other Territo- 
ries in this matter. It is known to bea fact that 
such a convention has been held,and such acon- 
stitution has been formed. Every Senator must 
know that every Territory, before it can come 
into the Union as a State, must necessarily form 
its constitution, and there is a period of time be- 
tween the forming of that constitution and the 
admission of the Territory as a State, when it 
may, perhaps, be said to be in somewhat of a 
chrysalis condition; that is when they claim to 
be aState, precisely as the members of the Legis- 
lature elected under this constitution claim to be 
the representatives of the State of Kansas. There 
is no Territory which has ever come into this 
Union which has not, after it has formed a consti- 
tution, claimed to be a State precisely in the same 
way asthe people of this Territory claim to be a 
State. 

This is the true state of the case. Now, as l 
understand, the Senator from Michigan submits 
the statement of the persons who constitute the 
Legislative Assembly of the Territory, claiming to 
have acted under tbat preliminary step which was 
absolutely necessary L 
this UnionasaState. The Senator from Virginia 
and the Senator from South Carolina, I think, 
both say that, if they had been in their places 
when the memorial was presented, and if their 
attention had been called to it, they would have 
then moved a rejection or non-reception of it. 
The proposition now is, to stifle it either by lay- 
ing it on the table, or refusing to print it. Well, 
sir, upon my word it seems to me the most strik- 
ing parallel to this case is found in the action of 
Lord North, on another occasion when the peti- 
tionsand memorials of these colonies were treated 
very’much in the same way by that lord. In 
my opinion, the parallel would hold good—and 
it might be an instructive lesson to us all—if we 
looked at the manner in which the petitions of 
the colonies were then treated, and contrasted it 
with the manner ia which it is proposed to treat 
the petition now before the Senate. Sir, I do 
not care to investigate at this time the question 
whether these people are right or wrong in their 
proceedings. It is not necessary. 

ThePRESIDENT. Will the Senatorsuspend 
his remarks fora moment? The Chair willstate 
that the hour has arrived for the consideration of 
the special order fixed for twelve and a half 
o’clock, to-day. 

Mr. HAMLIN, Ishall conclude in a moment. 

Mr. BUTLER. I hope I shail be allowed to 
reply to the Senator. I intend todo so if I can. 

fhe PRESIDENT. It isthe duty of the Chair 
to call the special order at the hour fixed for its 
consideration, unless it be the pleasure of the 
Senate to postpone it. 

Mr. STUART. Whatisthe special order for 
half past twelve o’clock to-day ? 

The PRESIDENT. The Senate bill (No. 146) 
making provision to compensate agents for pay- 
ing pensions and, prescribing the time and man- 
ner of settling their accounts. 

Mr. SEWARD. Let us pass that bill; it will 
not take many minutes. 

The PRESIDENT. The special order will 
be taken up unless otherwise ordered by the 
Senate. 

Mr, STUART. I move to postpone it until 
Monday, at half past twelve o’clock. 

Mr. SEWARD. I will consent to that if it is 
the desire of the other side of the Chamber. 


|| ritories, and that it be printed. 


efore their admission into 


| 
} 


|| postponed to, and made the special order for 
Monday, at half past twelve o’clock. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Maine 
has the floor on the motion to print the Kansas 
memorial. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
ther to say, and those few words relate toa single 
fact. There has been a controversy in Kansas 
Territory as to the rights of the territorial gov- 
ernment, and the rights of those who have insti- 
tuted the convention which framed the State 
constitution and elected the Legislature from 
which this memorial comes. There has been a 


controversy between them, and perhaps it may 
be said to have been a controversy between the 
people and the authorities of the United States 
Now, I have not examined the 


Government. 
memorial itself; I do not know what it contains; 
but | take itthat it may properly be inferred that 
it is their statement of the case. Whatever may 
be our action on other matters, it is not only re- 
spectful, but it is right, in my judgment, that the 
memorial should be received and printed. I desire 
to have it for my own information. I want to act 
wisely; I want to act prudently; I want to act 
properly; and Ido not design to exclude from 
myself such light 9s an investigation of all sides 
of this subject will present. For these reasons | 
| shall vote to receive and print the paper. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, it seems 
to me that this debate is very much out of order, 
and that the question before the Senate is misap- 


| prehended. ‘The Senator from Michigan, on the | 
ith day of this month, presented this memorial, 


and moved its reference to the Committee on Ter- 

The motion to 
refer was agreed to, and the motion to print was 
pending when the Senator from Virginia moved 
to lay the memorial on the table. I speak from 
the record, because [ hold the memorial in my 
hand, with the Secretary’s entries upon it. The 
motion to lay on the table, I think, isout of order, 
and cannot be made. The only question now 
properly before the Senate is, will the Senate agree 
to the motion made by the Senator from Michi- 
gan, that this memorial be printed ? 

The PRESIDENT. That is the question be- 
fore the Senate. The motion to lay on the table 

| has been withdrawn, and the question now is on 
the motion to print. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Well, sir, lam of opinion 
that this memorial should be treated as other me- 
morials are. ‘Thisis not a memorial from a State 
Legislature, and 1 cannot depart from the usual 

| course of the Senate. 

| Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, if it be sup- 
posed that I shall reply to what has been said by 
the Senator from Maine, in awy spirit of resent- 
ment, and that lam to be thrown off my guard 
under circumstances of this kind, it is a great 
mistake. Sir, when the honorable Senator from 

Maine chooses to pergonify those who oppose the 

printing of this papefas Lord North, I suppose 
he intends to claim for himself some of the atéri- 
butes at least of John Hancock or, of Patrick 

Henry. I presume that Lord North, while he was 

conducting the Government as Premier of Eng- 
land, would not have violgted the common par- 
liamentary, rules with a view to attain what 
seems to be supposed to be attainable here by 
printing a paper which has none of the requisites 
that commend it to the Senate, and does not come 
within the rules of the Senate. The gentleman 
is willing to play Patrick Henry, and John Han- 
cock, and John Adams, when he represents those 
who oppose the reception and printing of this 
memorial as the representatives of Lord North. 

Well, sir, | suppose I should be perfectly witling 

to run a parallel with the gentleman in history 

on subjects of this kind. I have no doubt that 
| he has taken a great deal of pains to cull, extract, 

and reduce to something like a point his Lord 
| North parallel. Ido not object to it; but I will 
| say thatif { had been Lord North, and any at- 

tempt had been made in the English Parliament 
| to violate the laws of England, or the mode of 

proceeding there, I would not have hesitated to 
maintain the dignity of parliamentary proceed- 
ings. 

Now, sir, what do gentlemen say? That this 
is an initiative proceeding to make a State gov- 
ernment. -Will the Senator from Maine tell me 
that there is a parallel in the history of any well- 


I have but a few words fur- | 
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| regulated Government en earth—I will not 4, 
| Anglo-Saxon, English, or anything of that king 
| —where a government, deriving its existence, j:, 
| organization, its very life from a legitimate soures 
has been superseded by another illegitimate oy,’ 
| where the real government has recognized the 
other, and has dispensed with the recognition of 
legitimate authority and adopted a spurious eoy. 
ernment standing up in rebellion against it? |, 
| there any such case in history? Here the palpa. 
| ble fact stands out before you—that the Congress 
| of the United States have, by asolemn act, organ. 
ized a territorial government for Kansas; and th, 
| Congress of the United States is now required tp 
repudiate that government, and to recognize as 
a State the existence of another standing up jp 
open rebellion against it. Those who refuse to 
recognize itas a State, or as one that is in th 
| chrysalis condition approaching a State, are to be 
denominated as the defenders of a tyranny tha 
| would deny the right of petition! 
Sir, whatever may be my peculiarities, I hayg 
no afiinity for tyranny; | have less for that wild 
| liberty which finds its vent, its escape, and its 
| abominable orgies in anarchy. That which | 
dread most is the unrestrained discretion of may 
| —fanatical, wild, ungovernable man—that ap 
proaches its object through the process of anarchy, 
These men, who have thrown aside a legitimate 
| constitution, now, under the mask of the right of 
| petition, attempt to approach this body, and we 
are to break down all our rules to print their peti- 
tion. There is no process so horrible to me as 
that which claims to be above the Constitution, 
the laws, and the rules of my country. Sir, the 
| ** higher law’’ system which gentlemen aspire to 
may well be assimilated to the chrysalis, if the 
| Senator chooses to use the term; but it is a creep- 
| ing, slimy chrysalis that finds its way into life 
only when it goes through filth and anarchy. 

If gentlemen choose to denounce me as denying 
| the right of petition in opposition to the laws of 
| the country, let them call me Lord North. I shall 
| use no strong terms; but it has come to a pretty 

condition at last, that we are to nurse, encourage, 
| and give life to the existence of what is called a 
| State, that originates in usurpation and trespass, 
in opposition to the legitimate authority of this 
Government. Sir, all the smooth rhetoric of the 





| gentleman from New York, and, all the fluency 


that he can throw upon it by any of his rhetoric, 


cannot reconcile me to any of the casuistry which 


reconciles him to violate law under what he may 


| suppose the higher dictates of philosophy and 


morality. 1 do not recognize any tribunal which 


| he may erect for me, or any of his notions of 


liberty and right. I shall oppose this motion; 
and, if it be sanctioned by the Senate, I shall 


| regard it as the greatest contempt which has ever 


been offered to the South. 
Mr. HALE. I have looked at this petition 


somewhat, and l am a little astonished to hear 


| gentlemen speak of it as coming from a body 


openly in rebellion against the Government. | 

have not had time to look thoroughly over it, but 

I have examined the concluding part of it, and it 

sounds like anything rather than rebellion. They 
| close their prayer in these words: 

*“The wrongs which they have endured, and the out- 
| rages yet threatened, have compelled the people of Kansas 
thus early to assume the burdens of a State government. 
| & We come to you in neither the spirit of servility, nor of 
| arrogance, but as American citizens knowing our rights and 
asking them at your hands; and in transmitting to your 
| honorable bodies a copy of the constitution adopied by the 
| citizens of Kansas at a State convention held at ‘Topekaon 
| the 23d of October last, and ratified by the people on the 
| 15th of December following, we respeetfully pray for the 
admission of Kansas as a State into the Confederacy upon 
| an equal footing with those States which have preceded 

her.”? 


Now, sir, whatever else may be said of this 
| petition, it seems to me that candor cannot style it 
rebellious. It may be irregular—it may be want- 
| ing in precedent—it may be obnoxious in a great 

many aspects, according to the different views 
| from which gentlemen look at it; but it seems to 
| me, that in candor it cannot be styled rebellious. 

Again, I hope that the question of printing this 
| memorial will be considered in reference to some- 
| thing more weighty than the mere matter of chi- 

rography. I think thatall questions of that kind 
were disposed of when the petition was received. 
If it is not what it purports to be—if the signatures 

not genuine, that is a question to be consid- 

d upon the recegtion of a petition; but after)! 
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